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JffE £feratt Gofpelof the Miffed Redeem* * 
■ infpires fitch a Spirit of Good-will totvardi 
all Men, and Bowels of Mercy towards \ 
Brethren in Chr'iA, furring for his Sake - r ' 
that it may well Jill with Wonder to conjtder, 
^ how infenfible we have been of the unfpeak* \ 

^3 able Tribulations of the Gallican Reformed Churches, 
x though they have lofted fo many years. An eminent divine, 
"^ not long fince removed from our World, fays in a Letter re- '^ 
lating to this SubjeS, " I remember my Faults this Day. I 
» ** have read and heard a great Deal of the Sufferings of our 
- ■ € « Proteftant Brethren in France. / have converfed with v 
•* % " thofe who faw their Ajfemblies dijjohed, and their Tern* } 
*• >$ ^ ," ptes ruined, their dead Bodies torn out of the Graves, and] 
i. ^ % " given to the Fowls of the Air ; / have read the Letters of • 
f~\i " v " their Paflors, and thofe of their Martyrs, and the incom- ^ 
J%\ " parable Difcourfes of Superville and Saurin, which fo-\ 

V» ■ * ** pathetically reprefent their Suffering.' Ani. yX^tiS.Vi\ j 

/ have in a great Meflfwe foremen i\» A$»W«** " 
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The PREFACE. 



"" = P & \ ^* B " "& we ca ^ wr F&dts t<> Remember ance this Day, who 
■TJL have never Jhed a Tear ? Perhaps never concerned eurfelves * 
ij^S at all for them, that ibey might obtain Mercy Of the Lord, f f 
^1 tI to be faithful unto Death, that thofe (O bow many}) ',, 
/ & who have fallen might rife again, that the Needy may ','+ 
^/ not always be forgortcH, nor the Expectation of the ^ 
fc V" Poor pefiQi for cverj Our Ihfen/ibility of their Miferies M 

m, mu fi bave been provoking to the companionate Head of the 
. A *^, Church, at the fame Time that it has prevented our taking A 
"' Warning to turn from our Worldlinefs, our Indevotion and ■ 
Senfualiry. Nay are toe not, not only hardened againfi our 
Brethren's Sorrows, hut even the Fear of the Lord, and his 
righteous Difpleajure ? It is hut reviewing the pafioral Let- 
ters of the Bifhops of London in 1 745, and 1 749-50. and * 
as wefhall be reminded of the awful Judgements with which \ ■ 
, we wire threatened {are they not almofi forgotten ?) fo jball £ 
?• we fee the meritorious Caufes of them, our fpreading mon~ , 

1 a j 'firous Crimes; are tbefe yet forfaken ? Jmidft all the fad ] 

' *". ,* Prefages of approaching Mifery to our beloved native Land, ' <.. 
W. there are fame hrightning Beams which fitch as are not fwal- „;' 
oC towed up with Fears, mujl thankfully own as the Gift of Heaven', "' 
* , That the Legiflature has exerted itfelf againfi Perjury, tnak- 
r tng it Death (0 when fhaU all impraftieabk and unneceffary 
5 Oaths ceafe to be required ! till then a heavy Lead of Guilt • 
^%f mujt lie upon the Nation) againfi Propbanenefs alfo, and ■ 
boundkfs Diver/ions, fc?c. Many Magifirates, and others, y ; 
exert themfehes vigorously to reftrain lewdnefs, fabbath- 

and profanenefi, and now appears, buffed be v.. 



\ >M God ! a Sympathy in many Breafis for bleeding Zion : ** 
> French Protefiants are come into Rememberance, who fuffer „ 
~y for the Name of the Lord Jesus, infomuch that there is 'i 
' a Daitm of Hope to which we may apply the Words, Pfal. j 
J cii. 13,14. Thou Ihalt arife and have Mercy upon Zion : ' 
q For the Time to favour her, yea the, fet Time is come : ^ 
1 For thy Servants take Pleafure in her Stones, and favour 
Sjthe Duft thereof. The pious and learned Divine, whofe r 
E Companion is fhewn in the above Quotation, was defirous to ■* 
Jf*4&?s "MM? T&eufands of oar Britiftv lftae\, to kee^ a " : . 
jfr/tmzjlay of Humiliation before the Lord for our Brethren. "!■ 
* fj ***&&&, aad aj a J'liitablt preparatory Work*, entfluro&ei 
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The PREFACE. k 

ihe publijhing the following Annals, which (excepting tbe 4 
Additions) were in bis Hands in the Month of June 1751* # ^ 
bad bis pious IVifhetand Dejire, that they might be made pub- \ 
lick. They are laid at the Redeem^ s Feet for bis Benedic- ^ 
Hon j that thereby producing the Jincereft Repentance in us, n 
our enjoyed Privileges may be improved and preserved ; and ^ 
being led moft fervently to pray, for them, an Ahf&er may be < 
granted to the Glory of God and the Redeemer, the Comfort X 
of their and our Hearts, and Eftablifhment in every good ^ 
Word and Work. 

It is indeed a moft awful Difpenfation that has laid fucb <J[ 
flourifhing Churches fo long defolate ; let us bear what one cf ^ 
their moft renowned Paftors thought j and fdid on this Sub- 
jeft : " His Thoughts of this ftupendous Providence >were C % 
awful and exceeding fubmiffhe to the divine Will* ■. Hi . $ 
moft humbly adored its great Depths, and told us alfo M 
that we fhould take Heed of diving too far into tb$m. \ 
That the beft Ufe we could make of it, was to btcome \k 
more holy and reformed by this Judgment ; to pojfefs 
our Souls in Patience, and to wait quietly for God'j gra- ^ 
cious Appearance for us : When he will arife and plead K 
our moft righteous Caufe, with our moft unrighteous Adver- \ 
faries V* // muft not be cokceakd r that for fome Time be* N# 
foxe the. dreadful Overthrow, the Churches were greatly faU ^ 
^1* ien from their primitive Purity * if not in Doftrine, yet in r 
^^ Practice. The laft Synod before the Revocation was deeply -^ 
fenjible of it, and aware of the dejerved Judgments of God -, ^ * 
IfL and therefore, endeavouring to , provide in the beft Manner *T 
Sf for Reformation, appointed a folemn Fall-day to be obferved \ 
^t in all the Churches ; ftrongly exhorted to tbe SaHftificatibn^ of ' 
^j tbe Lord*s-Day, to fyep out of Company, &c. Deputed 
from their Body, Minifters and Elders to vijit the Univerji- 
^1 ties of Saumur, Montauban, Nifmes, and Die, and ap- 
{ pointed ytarly Vifitations, to attempt a Reformation among the 

H Students, of whom Complaints had been made by the Depu- 
ties of all tbe Provinces, with one common Voice, that great (sT 
0t Corruptions bad crept in among the Students va Tiwovvx^ tfo*r ^ 
% dally. The AH for the national Fajl, and ibt ^cW°A* 
X0 JfyMonfieur Guitton in tibe Unruerjitj of ^«swfitf»V>^^ 
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V! Ihe P R E F A C E. } 

U feen in Syriodicon in Gall. Reform. Vol. II. p. 57^ / 
80, 83, 84, %5.)Jbew the Corruption of the Times* and ibt 
pious Care, and holy Fear of the Pqfiors ; yet the learned and 4 s 
well-informed Mr. John Quick obferves, that about the yeaf % 
1685, " The many and crying Sins of the Protectants in * 
« France* provoked the pare Eyes cf Gob's Holinefs to fo 9j 
€C great Jealoufy arainft them, that be let ih upon them a * 
" Deluge of Wrath* and Vengeance, which in one Hay did ut- ? 
terlyfiveep away all tbeir religious Affemblies, bamfhed their 
Pqftors out of the Kingdom, demolijbed tbeir Temples, and 
bath expofed thm to infinite, and unparalleled Sufferings + 
Maffacres, and Deflations. Now the Ways of Zion db ^ 
u mourn, fcfc." * O Britain confider thefe Things, in this 
thy Day, before the Things of thy Peace are for-ever 
hid from thine Eyes ! 
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Haft Thou no Heart ? or is it tum'd to Steel ? 
Shall neither Love nor Terror make Thee feel 

Till Annals of thy Doom, Thy Guilt reveal 

- * 

* Icones Sacra Gallicanae, MSS. Vol. II. Life of Mr. Brmffon, Mi- ; j 
aifter and Martyr, broken on the Wheel in Nov. 1698. (A Life and * /* 
Death that deferves to be written in Letters of Gold.) As ieveral Re- 
ferences are made to this MSS. it may be proper to obferve, that it is 
a Work that the Reverend Mr. Quick had prepared for the Prefs, but 
had not a competent Subfcription for encouraging the Defign. It is in *s 
three Yolumes Folio, and contains the Lives of fifty of the moft emi- 
nent Pallors and Profcftbrs of the Reformed Churches in France fince 
the Reformation. The third Volume, intitled Icones Sacrae Anglican*, 
contains the Lives of twenty eminent Englifh Divines. —A larger Ac- 
count of this Work may be read in Dr. Calamfs Abridgement, &V. V 
Vol. III. p. 334, 335. who there fays, the old Duke of Bedford was . 
fo well pleafed with it, that he had refolved to fee it publifhed, though ^ 
at his own Charge : But he was prevented by Death.— If this Work 
Ihould be buried in Oblivion, it would be a Lofs, not only to French 
Proteftants, but Proteftants in general, and deprive the Learned World 
df a great Treafure. Such as defire to fee the Hiftory to which the * . 
dnnals relate, at large in the French Language, may confult M. De t 
Thou, De Beze, D'Jvila, De Cajlelnau y JsJuiignt, Monluc, Meze* 
ray, Benoit, &c. The added Hiftory of Facls from June 1751, to '"* 
1 75 3. is from the beft Information that could be procured. ^0 

JZJruary 4, 
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V vRife, Progrefs, and Perfecutions, 

^ «fe Of the Famous 

^REFORMED CHURCHES^ 
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F RANGE. 

Dtar SIR, 

j*& \ HP H E Annals which were put into your Hands in Manuscript, ^ J 

^J ^ many Months ago, for your Perufal and Judgment, are now S$ 1 

^S I prefentcd you in Print : The Delay has ferved this good End, that ^ r 

^ « exa&er Information has been gained of the State of Things withw^ $ 

J£ our dear perfecuted Brethren, the Proteftantsof France * from tbfc n^, n 
V Year 1746, to this Time. I (hall not detain you by a long Intro- y S? 



r -- r . . _- , I 

cular, may render unto the Lord according to the Merries we <i «■ 
have, and do yet daily receive. $ 





K^ agfm 2U I7Sa * *^ 




*, .1 

'J* . J. IK noo. > „ 

**• A LL £«r^ was over-run with Idolatry, excq>tlng the 4 * 
4 Inhabitants of Piedmont, who enjoyed the Purity of- J 

the Gofpel in the darkeft Times, and from the Day&. v 
of the Apoftles (a). In the twelfth Century thfy/ ", 
Whole of Religion was placed in Penances, Maflfes v ^ { 
! legacies tQ redeem Souk from Purgatory, and Pilgrimages, (efpe-y 

cially to the holy Sepulchre at Jerufalem) in Crufado's againft th$* , 
» 'Turis 9 and thofe who lived according to the Purity of the Gof> 
f fpel (*;. r > . 

1 124. -. 

c< The Light of Reformation was brought from the Vallies or 
^ ** Piedmont into Franc*, by the zealous Preaching of Bruyt, Htnrf* " ' 
4 c< and Arnold> who each ot them fuftered Martyrdom for the Truth" 
-: «« of the Do&rine advanced by them." (Hi/lorical Regifler.) 
^ Peter Bruys preached for many Years at Thouloufe againft the # , 
Popijk Mafs, Prayers for the Dead, and other Do&rines of Romejr 
£ contrary to the holy Scriptures j for which he was perfecuted, and J 
/, burnt to Death (in S. Mgidii urbe) at St. Gille's. His Difcipfc^ 

Henricus Monachus promoted the Reformation with yet greater 4£ 
' . Zeal, and fpread the Truths of the Gofpel far and wide inf 
„ France, about the Year 1 147. Vid> Hofmanni Lexic. r 

1 1 60. ^ 

Yet the firft moft remarkable Spread of Reformation in France *'. 
*■ was by Peter WaUus, or Waldo, a rich Merchant of Lions (a Ci- \ y 
ty of thegreateft Traffick in France, extremely populous, and not & 
'' far diftant from the Vallies) who, leaving off all other Bufinefs, ~ ' 
confecrated himfelf, and his great PoffeSions, to fpread by In- *» 
ftru&ion the Knowledge of the Gofpel j and, having procured a «. 
Tranflation thereof into the vulgar Tongue, he became a Preacher 
of it, with great Succefs. A bitter Perfection was raifed againft \f 
him and his Followers, and hereupon they difperfed themfelvesf 
into theneighbouring Countries of Langucdoe and Province, and ^ 
like ways into Picardy (c). ' 

1 198. <y 

The reformed in France became numerous (thro 9 Languedec* + 
Provence, Daupbiny and Arragon efpecially) and were, protected 
by Raymond Count of Thouloufe, the Counts of BezUri and Car- y 
cajfon, &c. whereupon Pope Innocent III. excited Princes and 
People to exterminate them, publifhed a Crufado with pl^ary Re- .' 
miflion of Sins to all who would go to this holy War, Five hun- M 
dred thouland (fays JMezeray, Vol II. p. 219.) combined here- 



upon, { 



M VM. Merit's IIM. of the Evangelical Chinese*, B<*k.\. c. v VY?*; 



%*v 





* t y j 

> upon, and took Beziers, put above 60,066 to the Sword, and 
* during the War (according to Hiflorical Regifier ) deftroyed 
% 500,000. They proceeded with great Cruelty, till they had ru* 

ined Count Tbouloufe^ and given his Dominions, as a Reward, to* 
MonifbYU General of the Crufade (d). 

I2IO. V ^ 

Twenty-four Perfons fufFered for the Reformation at Paris ; ^j 
r^and in that Year 400 were martyred under the Name of Heretics. ^ ' 
% Prince Armericus was hanged, arid the Lady of Cajlile ftoned to \ 
^JDeath (e). i 

i374. '(1 

[John Wickllff about this Time publickly maintained feveral Jh 

material Propoiitions in the Univerfity of Oxford, (where he was ^f 

Divinity Profeffor) againft the Church of Rome, having received % 

W Light from the French Reformers. He had many Followers ; but \fc 

J a furious Perfecution w^s raifed by the Clergy, under the Reigns 

> of Henry IV. and V.— From Wickliff, John Hufs, and Jerom of *| 
^ Prague fcatte red the good Seed of Reformation in Bohemia, for . 

which they fufFered Martyrdom, where it fpread glorioufly, and %t 
5 is not yet extirpated] (f). 

3* . '39°' 

Nk u In the Province of Narbone 140 chofe rather to fuffer whatfo- ^ 

^L €i ever grievous Punilhment by Fire, than to receive the Deere- ^ 

*% " tals of the Romijh Church, contrary to the Truth of the Go- j 

qt Notwithftanding the many Cruelties exercifed againft the rd- ^S 
£ formed in France, the Truth of the Gofpel fo fpread, that about ^ 
5 this Time the City of Meaux, but 30 Miles diftant from Paris, * 
jj was brought off from the Worfhip of Saints and Images ; and here ^ 
^ was the firft Gallican reformed Church. The Bifhop of Meaux > 
^ imployed the learned James Faber in this Work i and Margaret * 
» Queen of Natyarr, Sifter to Francis I. then King of France, had S^ 
£ embraced the Reformation, and was a great Friend to James Fa- ^ 
\ fcr, and an Afylum and San&uary toall the perfecuted (h). ^ 

li [About this Time Luther (anno 15 17 ) began the Reformation in ^ 
^ Germany, (for Martyrs in Germany, Vid. Fox's Table in A6ts and h1 
k Monuments, Vol. II. p. 94 — 104.) Zinglius did the fame in Stvit- ^ 

Jzerland, and the reformed Religion was received at Zurich, {&%{ 
chief Canton ;) and in the Low-Countries it fpread greatly, par-wPt 
Jticularly after Printing came in 5 and the Arch- Duke Charles, ** 
% » . Heir «*S 

ft (d) Vid Shick'B Syn. Vo\ i. p. 4. Lvnmdn otv&v* 1ta«£A&»ci« V ^»^ .^x ^x 
5 (<) VId/A6hand Monuments abridged,?. a6 9 . ( f ) Ma^^l^^S^^Jff^ 
p. x6 9 , & fa. EcbarJ> 8 Hifl. of England, V o\. \.^. ^o- <^*^!£** **«? 
! ments, ut fo. tb) QuiJC* fcona S*crtfc CiSfcR»»** ^ «** v * * 
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Heir of thofe Provinces, had a Bible prefented to him at his Bap- 
| tifm, with this Infcription, Search the Scriptures (i). 

y The Reformation was fo far eftablMhed in England, that the *3 

' Pope's Supremacy was reje&ed, Monafteries were fupprefled, and *• 
in 1536, Orders were given by Henry VUI. that the Bible (hould * 
be tranflated into Englijh, which was fpeedily done, and printed < < 

" at Paris three Years after. Burnet's Hift. Reform. Vol. I. B. HI. *!• vr 
p. 195, 196, 249.] *; ^ 

1548. . 

The whole Kingdom of France was by this Time greatly en-*j 

^ lightned ; many of the moft eminent Counfellors, and illuftrious f ^ 
Senators of the Parliament of Paris openly profefled the Refor- * '< 

mation in the Prefence of King Henry II. tho* at the Lofs of Ho- * 

/ nour, Eftate and Life. Some Perfons dared efpoufe the Caufe - 
who were of royal Blood, and it fpreadglorioufly, tho' with great . .. *k 
Slaughter of the Saints. Clement Marot a Courtier, and great . 
Wit, was advifed by Vatablus, rcgius Profeffor of the Hebrew * * 

* Tongue in the Univerfity of Paris, to confecrate his Mufe unto . >* 
God ; whereupon he tranflated fifty Pfaims of David into French . * 
Meter, and the learned Beza the other hundred with the Scrip- •* 

p ture Sonnets. Lewis Gaudimel, a moft fkilful Matter of Mufick > 

(another Ajaph) fet thofe fweet and melodious Tunes to which ,# f 
. thofe Pfaims are fung* to this Day. They met with great Ac- .# ' J * 

[ ceptance, were fung in the Louvre (a royal Palace in Paris where *£ 

f the Court was kept) as well as the Pres des Clerks, by Ladies, •* ^ 
Princes, and even by King Henry II. bimfelf. This facred Prac- $£ ' * 

r tice contributed greatly to the Downfal of Popery, and Propaga- •■'[ * 
tion of the Gofpel. The popifli Clergy raged, and the Cardinal .V" *f 
of Lorrain got the Odes of Horace, and the .filthy and obfcene \ £* 
Poems of Tibullus and Catullus to be turned into French, and & 
fung at Court as a Means to banifh the finging of the above- ^ 
•mentioned Pfaims. The Bible was tranflated into French by ,,% "JP^ 
Qlivetan, 2i Minifter in Piedmont, Calvin's Uncle ; and Calvin •■ * ^' 

r was about this Time an eminent Inftrument in advancing the 1' ^ 

- bleflcd Work (k). In the Year J532, being about twenty-three "' - 
Years of Age, he ftudied Law at the City of Orleans, and great- / £ 
ly increafed the Reformation, as afterward at Bourges, next at ^ m 
Paris, and being obliged ta retire from thence, he fpread the ^ ^ * 
Gofpel in Saintonge, and in Poitou, but was forced by Perfecu- .' • ,, 
tion to leave the Kingdom. Vid. Laval's Hift. Reform. Fn \J %: - 
Vol. I. p. 24. et feq. 



m 



The Frtncb King, Henry II. publifhcd an Edi&, by which he ■ % 






II ?*?? ****** *fc& of the Reformation. Bran&t T3\Bu o? ** ^**«^ %v \ * 



I declared his Will and Pleafure that his Subjects fliould perfevere in 
k the Dodrine of the Church of Rome, -and that Heretics fliould be 
[^ baniflied put of his Dominions. He caufed many Lutherans to be 




v 



i burnt to Death at Paris^ and was a Spectator of the horrid Scene (I). 
* Before Execution the King had a mind to fee fome of them, and 
the Cardinal knowing there were fome very learned in the Scrip- 
tures, left the King (huld be moved by their Reafons, caufed a 
poor Taylor to be brought before his Majefty, thinking he would 
be fo daunted by the royal Prefence as not to be able to fpeak a 
Word ; but he was deceived, for the poor Man ftrengthened from 
above, gave fuch an Account of his Religion, anfwering the SJ 
Queftions of a Bifhop that every one wondered at him (m). They J** 
were put to De^th with great inhumanity, being tied to a PuJly, *% 
and let down little by little into the Fire, and when they began ^ 
^ to feel it, were drawn up again, and thus till they were roafted * 
by Degrees, and expired amidft the moft exquifite Pains. Laval, ' % 
Vol.1, p. 75. * 

About this Time all Spain was difpofed to receive the Reforma-^J 
tion, but the Truth was overborne by the mercilefs Inquiji- ^i 
tion. Vid. Spanijb Proteftant Martyrology in Geddes Trafts, - 
and Table of Martyrs, Fox's A&s and Monuments, Vol. II. * 

P. J33- " fiv ^ 

* l SS7- X 
r ^ The Perfecution proceeded very fliarp ; about 200 Perfons be- ^ 

^ ing aflembled in the Night-Time in a Houfe at Paris to receive^ 

^? the Lord's Supper, the Houfe was aflaulted ; of thofe that did not \ 

. efcape by Flight, feven were burnt, and the greater Part of the J 

$ reft referved for the fame Punishment. But Divine Providence 1% 

^ opened a Way for their Deliverance (0). \* 

* 1558. 4 >* 
^ Notwithftanding all the bloody Means to hinder the Spread of »*^ 
^ the Reformation, it increafcd wonderfully. At this Time the ^ 

O* Popifh Churches were drained, and the Proteftant Societies were ^ 
^ filled, and multitudes converted, and edified. The reformed en- 4 * 
^ tered into regular Church-Aflemblies, reftored primitive Church- * 
6 Difcipline, fet up catechizing of Youth and grown Perfons* fo - 
*i preparing them for the Lord's Table ; and the Churches walked 8 
in the Comforts of the Holy Ghoft, and were multiplied thro**^ 
the whole Kingdom, thp' Floods of Wrath were thrown forth,. *k 
J and Satan ftormed that his Kingdom was thus aflaulted. The \^ 
^ Servants of Chrift were imprifoned, and condemned to the Flames, ^J 
$ or murdered in cold Blood, without any legal Forms of Juftice (0). XJ 
? B 2 Tfe& 

t _ tf JTcc/e&ffica] Hift. of _*>*„«, J...07. W™;I£* N ^^^^~ 



I ** J i 

This Year the Proteftants in Scotland delivered their firft Petl-r / 

tion to the Queen Regent for Reformation of Religion, and \ 

their Proteftation in Parliament on the fame Head ; and the /■ 

next Year John Knox arrived from France. Vid. Hiftory of '? 
the Reformation in Scotland, p. 127, &f'j. 

„ In Sight of the meft barbarous Executions, God infpired the j 
-£ Paftois of the Churches with Zeal and Courage, to meet in the i 
J City of Paris, and form the firft National Synou : Here they * 
rf compofed their Confeffion of Faith, ^nd prefented it to the Hands * 
1 of King Francis II. in Behalf of all the Profeffors of the reform- 
er ed Religion in that Kingdom, afterwards to Charles IX, at the ■' 
J Conference of Poijjy. After their Confeffion they formed a 

Draught of their Church Difcipline.-^-" If the Generation which t 
% .«» fucceeded thefe firft Reformers had not laxed the Reins, howr 

<c happy might it have been ? In the Morning of the Reforma- 
** <c tion they were fair as the Moon, <clear as the Sun, and terrible 

"'* ?< * as an Army with Banners. A national Synod was formida- ? 

" bie to the moft daring Sinner. Their Difcipline duly and pru- ' 

* «* dently managed, preferved the Purity of Do&rine, Worfhip> ■ % 1 
: * c< and Morals amongft them. As to Minifters in the worft Times, v ^ 

* c< it was ftriflly exercifed upon them. If any proved fcandalous in 
" Dodrine or Gonverfation, they were not fpared : the Chuich 

, " and Houfe of God was foon rid of them. Their Colloquies and 
«* Synods threw away the unfavory Salt unto the Dunghill, and 
*' it was yery rare if the depofed and eje£ted Minifters did not 
' <c take up in the Dunghill of the Romifti Synagogue." — This ^ 
• Year Anne du Bourgh, Counfellor in the Parliament of Paris, ~ <. 
(who difputed in the King's Prefence in Parliament, June the 
15th of the Year preceeding, for Reformation, and was then im- + t \ 
prifoned ) was, on the 20th of December, hanged at the Grove, * * 
and his Body then burnt to Afhes (p). «. 

1561. ; 

About this Year the Reformation was fo increafed, that at 
the City of Orleans (one of the moft noble and ancient Cities - 

* of the Kingdom of France, and a Bifliop's See) the Church of ,'■ 
the Proteftants confided of 7000 Communicants, and had five : 
Minifters to officiate ( y). - 

1568. $ 

This flourilhing Church of Orleans after five Months daily Ex- * /► 

■• pe&ation of being fwallowed up, the Enemies having got Poflef- tt 

lion of the City, was on the 15th of September broke in upon du- ' % v 

ring Divine Service, and many of them were murdered, and the 

Church - 



.4 
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•» * 



Q») I>* <fcw H?&. of Frattct, p. 714. fiNidfc'i Sjn. Vol. I. *. ^ » £x 5*\ \ \ 
-^ J£V^^/ ^MS«Mf/# Ae&ce to lilf Qxpofi^qn on the Cxeedji ^\io v«a» of»«fc^» tw^ ^ 
Hh ■« a "mf 'r *rr VaL 1. a. **. - 7 ■ _ ' • . . 




^ ^Church burnt to the Ground by the furious blood-thirfty Citizens* 

"^ Aof the Popifh Religion. During the five Months the five Mi-£ 

l^tijifters defifted not from their Duty, God granted holy Refolu- 
AJR tion, and they faw his Wonders on their Behalf (as one of the -4 " w 
V^five has left on Record, Daniel Toujfain) amidft a thoufand Dan*'" .y 
9 frgers ■ ■■" Many a Time, fays he, have they fung, and fung a-^jJT/ 
fcj )& " ^' m in a goodly AiTembly, whereof I cannot think without *& 
S " *' Tears, the exxivth Pfalm, If the Lord had not been on our Side 9 
A. ^c< & Cm w hich Pfalm the Church oiOrleam efteemed as her particular 
>r J" Pfalm, for the forefaid Deliverances." Thefe faithful Mini* 
•* fters were prefer ved wonderfully at laft, fo that they fell not a Sa- 

* ^ crifice to the Rage of the Enemy (r). 

W J 5 6 9- \ 

| 'W The bloody Popifh Spirit proceeded at Orleans, and in the Month » 

* 3 of July, at Noon- Day, the Papifts fet Fire to two Houfes where ^ 
V i they had imprifoned above 140 of the Reformed, of all Qualities %J*k 
y 5 and Ages, and burned them all quick. Some Months after this Vi 
. j 80 more, the moft Part Citizens, were ftabbed to Death one after to 
jn& another, on the Morning when it was pretended they (hould be > 

brought out of Prifon to take their Trials (s). * -/* 

Jl I In the National Synod of the Reformed, held this Year at Ro* ., ,* 
9 $ chelh) Theodore Beza prefiding, they could count up above two* . ^ 

* t thoufand one hundred and fifty Churches of Proteftants in France, jL jfc 
J& and in many of thefe above ten thoufand Members, in moft of the* 
5 Churches two Minifters, and in fome five (/). „~t 

I 572. *V 

In this Year was the mojl execrable Majfacre at Paris, in which ^%-'- 
(according to fome) one hundred thoufand Proteftants. were de- M t 
\ w ftroyed ; and according to Thuanus, a Popifh Hiftorian, above* J , 
> \f 30,000 ; he calls it a moft deteftable Vtllany, but obferves, it was ^W ~" 
I wonderful to fee how they exulted for Joy at receiving the News J^ 

<L at Rome. " Many of the principal Proteftants were invited to 4 vX" 
' * *' Paris j under zklemn Oath of Safety, to folemnize the Mar- 1 jft 
riage of the King of Navarre with the French King's Sifter, . J% 
and fuddenly on 4uguji 24. about Day-break, upon the Toll «\j£ 

(r) Daniel Touffain's Preface, ut fup* (;) Daniel Touffain, ut [up. (/) %wck'& J 
Syn. Vol. I. p. 5-9. w " 




Martyrs.— [It is faid Popery fpreads in fome Parts of Great Britain \\saX^s*s<S^x*&. 

this Evil, though it lies chiefly among the moft \%Ttotax& vak toKWKoax^ <& ^ BS ^^^ 1 
pie, yet be carefully guarded againft, ani m\^ tk* \»V\t>% cat** <&**- t^LSTkaL- 
4&1T* be kept up in all Churches, and xt»A tDJ^\J^wa^%^^ , *s^ *^ 
***f] • • * - 



f" of the Bell of lb* Church of St. Germain* the bloody Butcjiery^ 
2*5 C * hegan r and from the City of Paris, it fpread almoft thro* the 
V« whole Kingdom («)/' ) 

% j It was next to a Miracle, that in this general Deftruftiqn the; 
^^Minifters were vety generally prefcrved (by the Care of the glo-* 
TVrious Head of the Church) from Slaughter ; it was above twenty < 

"* Years however before the Proteftants recovered this dreadful Blow^ 
^JVbut God raifed them Deliverers in the Perfons of Henry IV. King. 

A ? of Navarre, and his Coufin the Prince of Conde > firft Princes of, 
Wde Blood (w). 

fc* 1581. ) 

^ * There was a Book printed this Year, and dedicated to Henry. ni % 
jintituled, Le Cabinet du Roy de France, in which the Writer un- 
t £dertakes to fliew, that within a few Years there had been at lcaft 
f? above two hundred thoufand Proteftants martyred for the Sake of 
V**the Gofpel. He makes his Account thus, " Allow but an 
\ 5« hundred Martyrs to every Church (their Churches were above ] 
YS** two thoufand one hundred and fifty, ten Years before the;*! 
j* \" printing this Piece, Le Cabinet \ &c.) and ypu have the Sum; 
v**" and yet it is clear as th* Si*n at Noon-day, that the Sum is 1 
J ^« va ftiy more. For it is a Truth inconteftable, that there have 
( ft f c been cut off by the Sword and MaiTacres for Religion from 

Ii* J" the Church of Caen above fifteen Thoufand, or fifteen Thpu- 
* \. w fand; from the Church of Aloncon five Thoufand; from th? 
fc« Church of Paris thirteen Thoufand ; from the Church of 
I w' Rheims twelve Thoufand ; from the Church of Treye twelve 
I JUc Thoufand ; from the Church of Sens nine Thoufand ; from 
*i «« the Chijrch of Orleans eight Thoufand ; from the Church of 
y.. * <c Anglers fev$n Thoufan3 five Hundred \ from the Church of 
^. '«« Poiftiers twelve Thpufand Perfons, &c." See Le Cabinet du 
' JBy, Livre premier, pag. 3174, 275, 276, 277. (*)• jtL f 

« 1598. <8 * 

This Year, in April, the famous Edi& of Nants was made, ancf ^ 
'declared to be perpetual, and irrevocable by Henry IV. and was (W ^ 
publifhed in Parliament February 15. I 599- He was inclined to { 

i 

I she Crown; and be -found it neceffary alfo for reftoring Tran- * 

* fjuillity to the Kingdom. By this Edifi: the Proteftants enjoyed 1 2 

t free Liberty of Confcience, and public Churches, free Accefs to ^%s 

4 all Places of Honour and Dignity, great Sums of Money to pay off iQ^ 

I their Troops, and spi hundred ftrong places, as Pledges of their; i», * - 

r**d Popery, frjVjjbVaL I. p.&>. tttftscfctLJUtfter «* like **«»&** 
'-' The fapdsio* r>4axpLf fc*p*4&din^%j^ V«M- ****» 





J5JL I *5 J i^KTjil 

%X» future Security, and certain Funds were fettled j to maintain \>6ihjf * 
^--J their Preachers and Garrifons. This Edi& was re-enaded, and$ Jf 
K f *5«onfirmed by Lewis XIII. tho' many were the Violations of itjjl 
™3in his Reign, and Lewis XIV. (who at laft revoked it) *&perpe-J9±* 

{3 tual, on their refpe&ive Acceffions to the Throne (y). J^l*i 

v j . 65s - 'i* 

4 A In a Letter wrote by Lewis XIV. to Oliver Cremwel, when* jf 

*^ ¥ Prote&or, he exprefles in the ftrongeft Terms the Fidelity of hisjM 
^y Proteftant Subje&s, as follows, " Having alfo Caufe to ap<^\ 



5? *« plaud their Fidelity ', and Zeal for my Service: They, on their J^t ^ 
ifZ <c Parts , omit no Occajion to give me Proof thereof even beyond**^* \ 
J €C all that can be imagined, 'and contribute in all Things to tht 




j. *^ w Welfare^ and Advantage of my Armies (z), 

^^ 1659. , € -, 

This Year the Proteftant Clergy held their twenty-ninth A^HBmI 
tional Synod within the Space of one hundred Years, in the Town ? %^n 
of Loudun, by Lewis XlVth's Permiffion, and this proved their; 

L/C laft. (The Number of Proteftants in this Reign in France, were 

¥ jfc computed at two Millions.) See the A&s of this National Synod 

5 ^ at large, 2>uick\ Synodi. Vol. II. p. 501, & feq. 

* .^ Lewis XIV. publifhed an Edift declaring the Children of the! 
ta^. Reformed capable Judges in Matters relating to their Religion, */' 

5C2yiw» Tears of Age Upon this followed a cruel Perfecution, err- 

W^S deavouring to force Children to turn Catholics. Vid. Lava?*.. 

£ « Hift. Vol. IV. p. 1143. &fit. - g 

*^ 1683. 

* j The holy and venerable Divine, Monfieur Homely Paftorof the. 




& *'V Time under Torments before his inhuman Perfecutors would JQ' : 
^ give him the Coup de grace, as they call the laft Blow on the ^yj 
b ^J, Breaft, Before Execution, he had faid, " I count myfelf hap-* /i^ 
^ r <c py that I can die in my Matter's Quarrel. What ! would mjr ,^f 
'H <C S rac * ous Redeemer defcend from Heaven unto Earth, that I". $^ 
^■S u might be lifted up from Earth to Heaven? Would he un- ^ 
V"? ' " dcrg3 

fc X ( j) Hift. of Lewis XIV. Vol. I. p. 228, 229. (as) Lavah Hiftory of the* 
J\v ti Reformation, (&c. Vol. IV. p. 1077, 1058. This Letter to be feen at large in More- 
! ^fc land** Hiftory of the Evangelical Churches, Book IV. chap. IV. Oliver Cromwd? 
\ * had wrote to Lewis in Behalf of the Proteftants that inhabited Lucerna, Angrtgni*, &c£ 
with a deep Senfe of their Miferies j giving him f> underftand he was informed, tbsjft, 
Jk T the Maflacres, &c. in that Part of the Duke of Savoy's Dominions, had been partly ' 
^ " afted by fome of his Troops. — Both the Letters are at length in Mor eland ^ a& *U» \S«^ -^ 
A feveral pathetic Letter in Favour of the Petfecate&mFie&mont ,ta*.Vi C*www3a.^^x^«>^ 

I , J telhnt Princes, and Account of the TLncc*M*^m«ixA« ^N*\a 
^ r £ "£&""i ™d fTa/esfor thofc poor Pto*eftattX»,v»\i\cV ^mewwfts^ ^^♦^^ 1 * ^ 

t^j «f wJuch Sum himfclf gave aoio£, AfcrtUrod, **V* * e«^ * 





1/ **?dergo an ignominious Death, that I might be pofleffed of ffly 
i» S" moil bleiled Life? Verily, if after alt this to prolong a fra.i Vl 
, I Nj |A ' ' and miferable Life, I fhould lofe that which is everlafling, OiouldJ? i 
f '*J6\" 1 not be a moft ungrateful Wretch unto rny God, andamoft^Bf 
V*" cruel Enemy to my own Happinefs? No! no! the Dye is caft ; 9^ f 
«" *" la " " ' ' •-■ - t ., -„- ... *. J 




i 



.#&:: 



only 
V" for mine, but for all theirs alfo who fhall have recourfe to him 

by Faith, as I now do. He upholds and fupports me by his ..-„- 

Holy Spirit, and afTurcth my Soul of Pardon of all her Sins. «:* 

J"'. 5 "' This divine Spirit doth fortify me, and will give me StrengthjjP< 

■' »A 9»" to endure my Torments cbnftantly."- " I craft myfelf upon'V* 

^ £ " the Merits of the Death and Pajfton of Jefus Chrift, \ cling '«rf 

^•Jr,,^ " faft unto him my only Saviour and Redeemer."— Thefe glo- "> * 

- ^ Nx r ' m Dtflrines are recommended to us by the Experience of many 4 j 

' ; : >£* blefled Martyrs — God indeed filled him with the Confolations of «1 

^ "t his Spirit, infomuch that when the Bones of his Arms and Legs ^J 5 

, *$F« were broken on the Wheel (on the nrft Blow he cryed out, but » - 

11 , |* ^ not for any after Blow) being afked whether he would die a Ro- *¥ * 

X i% "m* Catholic, he addrefled himfelf to his Judges, and faid, k^ 

« How my Lords ? &c. — Courage! Courage! O my Soul I thou 'gl 

! V " (halt prefently enjoy the Delights of Heaven i and as for Thee '%J 

V" O my pool" Body, thou fhalt be reduced to Duft, but it ii £%*■ 

Wf « that thou mayeft be raifed again a Spiritual Body. Thou fhalt $V* 

h " fee Things that never entered into the Heart of Man, and * j 

\" which are in this Life impoflible to be conceived (a)." * % 1 

■ 68;. -,«- 

H • »-i After many fair Declarations of Lewis XIV. that the Edifts in j ^ 
■ favour of the Reformed fhould be enjoyed by them in their full \ * 
> Extent, and a Letter to this Purpofe, wrote by him to the Prince jj 
K C Eleflor Duke of Brandmburgh i this Year he revoked the EdiftS ) 
^\of Nantes and Nifmes, " which was followed with fuch horrible ^ ■ 
if Converfion, Dra* 



) 



MjQ *^ft*-" S Mn ' n Zt & c - that the execrable Violences are not to be men- * ^ 
tI ^ *" " tioned amongft mere Men, without the greateft Horror ima- '•¥ 
Jl f " ginable."[Hift.of/V<j»«, Vol.11, p. 1058.] TheProteftantMi-,-* 

* «-,4 M 3"kV> Icono hem G«Uicmw, Vol. H. MSS. Life of Mr. Jfcwt/, Md Sj 
} WkV<J. I. p. ,34. 9 fa- Vol. It. p. J96. 
f ^ w • Thil fitigle Inftwice of holy Foititude under the favereft Treatment fr 



Synodkok, % < 

f > w ' Thiifitigle Inftance of holy Foititude undtr the favcreft Trtibnent from M» fc ', 
1 f.,r tiithfal Adherence to the Bleffed Redeemer, it ii hoped will eiclte to a Defire » Jy-*« 

|p fc d^w/ntaf more „■(/, the Hiilory of fuch 5a\ntt ■. TVe Frt»cb B«V oj Muqn, >, , 

J " £?*i by ■* & ^*"'*' ^«™>, will .ffbrd a lirge Citalo^e . t^e!e fc*» »« «*1 T*- 2\ : 

™ r ""' tndcr with a uoall Sunple out of larger B.eoofi.wrn». ^^ 



vJ I [ ' 7 ] l ""■■■ I 'A 

$ tiiflers were all banifhed tie Kingdom, and their Churches hpQ#2a | 

£S to the Ground ; above five hundred thoufand Families were plun- ^ 

" ! Nv dered, (fays the great and excellent Monfieur Claude, Minifter at \ 







their native Land, and made Refugees (b). The Proteftants were 
^ fo reduced, that their Popifh Enemies boafted, that the Name of? 
4 £ Protejiant mould be never more heard in France. Seven Kinds of 
\ ^ violent Perfccutions were on foot at once againft them M. 
$ $ 1686. 

■ %( A Declaration of the ift of July this year forbad all religious Af- 
k j femblies, befides the Roman Catholics, on Pain of Death, and this 
► j^ was followed with many private Maflacres (Lewis XIV. had con- 
/ fented to a general Maftacre to have been, executed ob a certain ._.„ 

Sw Day in the Year 1684. if we credit the Writer of the Life of V*^ 
*N Father La Chaize, and this profligate Jefuit La Chaize was the ~S * 
|^iS Perfon that gained his ConfentJ the Troops fired upon the Aflcm- jr^ 
^ J* blies, and had Orders to hang five or fix of the moil Guilty upon V*V1 
1 \ the Spot, and to bring the reft Prifoners. Laval, Vol. IV. Ap- sjjfi 
^ \ pend. p. 86, 87. > ^« 

1689. VJJ 

A new Declaration was ifiiied out, ordering not only the *^j 
Troops, 'but the Peafants, and every one to fire upon thofe who -JM* 
fliould a/Temble for religious Worfhip. Laval aflerts, that by mA 
thefe means they have maftacred, at feveral Times and Places, # 5^b 
from the Year 1685 to the Year 1715, when Lewis XIV. JNVj 
died, above 8000 People ; and adds, a great Number of A^ . 
all Ranks, Sex and Age, fuffered Death by the Hands of the \\ 
common Executioner, and this to the Amount of Thoufands, \^ 
who might have redeemed their Lives, every one of them, if V? J 
they would have loft their Confciences, and renounced their Re- 5 \ 
Jigion. Vid. Laval, Vol. IV. Append, p. 89. ^ 

1696. 
^ vk King TVilliam having recommended to his Parliament the di- -**-■ 




reft of the Refugees. Many of thefe had their Wants greatly in- 
creafed by the Lofs of Hufbands, Fathers, Brothers, and other Rela- 
tions, who to the Number of upwards of 70CO were flain, or died of 
Sicknefs, in the Wars for the Redudtion of Ireland in King 9?/- *v 
liam's Reign. Vid. Oldwixon Hift. Vol. II. p. 140. and Prefaca *3 
to the Complaints of the Proteftaatectf France* * _ 




^c^.^fc^^ 
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From among the many Thouiands that were executed for Re- 
ligion's Sake after the Revocation of the Edi& of Nantes, to the * 5 " 
Death of Lewis XIV. we (hall only finale out the Martyrdom of 
that thrice eminent Minifter of the Lord Jefus, Mr. Claudius 
Brouffbn, born at Nifmes, who was brought up to the Law, and 
took his Degree of Advocate (or CounfellorJ but wholly devoted 
himfelf to the Miniftry, after all the Paftors were banifhed from 

» : ^R v an d difperfed Pieces for the Inftru&ion and Confolation of the 




[j ^ • a mmieir 10 in« miniury, auci an iijc jraiiurs were uainuiea irom 
ii lf-% France; he laboured more abundantly, preaching in Deferts, &c. 
] Sit K than perhaps can be equalled : when he could not preach he wrote 



^ 



if ^v and difperfed Pieces for the Inftru&ion and Confolation of the *A 
Jj . \£a Saints ; feveral of his Works are in Print. He was long dili- j ' 
VV gently fought for by Popifli Perfccutors, but the Lord fecured y 
:W^i ai f'om tnc * r Attempts till this Year, when he was taken, con- ^* 



-l : A Jed 

1 ^'^7ir»« ".* cm pleat Hift. of moft remarkable Providences, Ch. cL > 
ivSX 'and jgwV/'a Iconcs, &c. * 

; : .45 x Before the Death of this great Perfecutor, Lewis XIV. the Pro- £ 

Jteftants appeared near as numcous as ever, but were conftrained^& 

^to hold their religious Aflembiies in Caves and Woods, where lv 

they were fartheft removed from Obfervation. * 

»U .*v J during the Minority of Lewis XV. the Duke of Orleans being 
*,'*'" £^ '^ent, the Government was more favourable to them ; but the 

■■» ji.iimflration falling into the Hands of a Cardinal devoted to the . v 
.,-1 ^Jeft.liSy by their Influence a new Declaration was iffued, which, \^ 
\*$r JSunoer a Shew of Mitigation, contains in it whatever v/as moft fe- ^ 
[\y,^ vere in Lewis XlVth's Edifts (d). This Year the Proteftants of N^ 
1^ Thorn in the Kingdom of Poland, felt the dreadful Effefts of Po- v* ! 
[» pith Injuftice and Cruelty. Vid. Oldmixon, Hift Vol. II. p. 756. ™ 

IN 5 J 743- £% 

J* A confiderable Number of Proteftants aflembled for Divine \^ 

^Worfhip in Languedoc, thinking themfelvcs bound in Confcience \\ 

Jv to prorefs openly their heavenly Religion. They were followed ^ 

in the other Provinces, and for fome time tolerated (e). 

, ^ '744- 

% J Thofe of Dauphim followed their Example, purfuant to a Dc- 

V*cree of their Synod held the 7th of May. In Auguft they went **! 

- pftener, and in much greater Numbers, the French Court con- Vj. 

\ defcended v** 

(J) See th's Edi£z at Urge, with ObfervationB thereon, in lawo/'sHift. Vol IV. ^ 
Appendix, who adds, " Not one Year paflca, without fome Inftanccs e\xk« of fam* tart. £S 
S/JPf^J*** A^Scd, or fait to the Gallies, &c. for their Re\\£\<m-, mA Xa&XeaxN^, 





[** L l 9 J : 

fcf j defended to flatter the Proteftants with Hopes of Indulgence* A 
• x| being engaged in War, it feared the Proteftants ftiould fide with 1 
i ^rfc the Enemy ; in thefe Meetings they folemnized a great Number L 
' X^ °* Marriages anc * Chriflftnings. A National Syrfod was held from *M 
^SS Auguft ii. to the 21ft of this Year in the Defert in the Lower 
) J Languid*^ and another in the Defert in Cevennes 9 September u. 

to the 1 8th of the fame Month. Thefe Things provoked the Po- 

pifli Prieftt and a hot Perfecution was begun (f). 

1745. 55 

On the ift of February Lewis XV. publifhed his Ordor.nance a- \L,= 
i ^> gainft the Proteftants, enforcing the former Edi&s, and making *■ 
1 S^ it immediate Death to the Minifter that officiates, and perpetual £ 
' /% Imprifonment for the Women, and Gallies for the Men, who ' # 
Cg have been prefent at the Meetings. The Reverend Mr. Rolland * 
, S narrowly efcaped the Perfecutors Hands, being advifed of his r 
^ Danger by one Paul Achard y who for his Friendfhip was con- \ 5 
N£ demned to have his Shoulder branded (G. A. L. ftamped with a ^V 
u hot Iron on the right Shoulder) and to be Galley -flave for Life. ^J 
^\ On Feb. 17. Stephen Arnand having taught fome young People to v, 
fing in Tune David's Pfalms, was condemned to be branded with \jv 
^< a hot Iron on the Shoulder, and to be fet in the Pillory : having * 
^^ found upon him a New Teftament and Book of Pfalms, they Vy 
^ hung thefe about his Neck while in the Pillory. See Popery al- v 
ways the fame 9 p. 26, 30, 76, 77. ** 

J This Year the Reverend Mr. James Rogers^ aged 80 Years, ^ 
« Of after ferving the Churches of our Lord Jefus with indefatigable .J 
J >Ji Zeal for thirty Years, died a glorious Martyr for the Caufe, and jf 
faid, in the Hearing of fome Proteftants confined in Prifon with 4$ 
him, The happy Day was come, wherein he was to feal with bis 
own Blood- the grand Truths which he had preached to them% and 
exhorted them to bejledfajl and immoveable in the Religion whicb 9 by 
the Grace of God 9 they had hitherto profeffed. As he was carried 
to the Place of Execution he repeated with a loud Voice the Lift. 
> Pfalm. So much Mildnefs and Serenity appeared in his Counte- 
• >7 nance, that the Papifts themfelves of the better Sort, could not 
V help crying ; and even two Jefuits, appointed to attend him, 
5 palled great Encomiums upon him. He was hanged on the "^ j 



« 








<N* River Ifere, which runs through the Town. [Vid. ut fupra.]^ 

<^ At the Beginning of this Year Lewis Ranc 9 a Proteftant Minifter^ 
in Dauphine, died a Martyr alfo, being firft hanged, and then 
\^ beheaded ; his Head was ftuck on a Poft in the Highway, and the 
Corpfe was dragged thro* the Street, and they forced a young Pro- 






3n teftant to help the Hangman in this Work^ till xfeff^ V*fc* *>x\aw 
» 2 common Shore. Popery, Wc. p. 2<^ ™A , W&MU>fc«^ "H^ 






t " ] 

March the 17th, two Troops of Dragoons came fuddenly upon a 
religious Aflembly near Mazamet, and fired upon the People and ' 
wounded feveral : After the fame manner another Aflcmbly was 
treated, JVep. 21. in the fame Year. 

1746. fjb 1 

^ » The reverend Mr. Defuhas died a glorious Mirtyr in the fame^ f 
■flf blefled Caufe, aged 26, on the ift of February this Year; Be 
^ Ihewed to the lalt Moment, as his two Brethren above had alfo 
v . done, fo much Fortitude and Piety, that all the Spe&a tors, Pro- 
>5f teiUnts and Papifts, (hed Tears: But hisDifcourfe was prevented, 
~ by Drums beating aloud, a ufual Cuftom when any Proteftant, 
and chiefly a Minirter, is martyred in France (g). Mr. RochelU t 
the Matter of the Houfe in which Mr. Defubas was taken, was ftp. '. 



1 the Gallies for Life, and had all his Goods and 



*T and chiefly a Minirter, is martyred in France (g). Mr. Rucbel/e, 
, C the Ma" 
V 1 «>^eir 
^ Effcdls confifcatcd- 

, 1747- S$' 1 

■« On the 25th of April in the Night, divers Diforders and Mur- > ' 
1^ ders were committed at La Javeiiere, &c. by the Horfemen of fr 
0% the Mar (ha I Teas of, &c. The poor People were fo terrified that " 
/ft they forfook their Houfes, left their Fabricks of Stuffs, &c. and 
US lay in the Fields without Shelter. Hift. Mem. p. 68, 69. 
,J 1748. 

-^7 On the 8.h of September a Detachment of Soldiers befet and 
\ broke up a religious Aflembly in the' Neighbourhood of St. Am- ' 
V brtrfi, and wounded feveral Perfons. 

5 J 749- fc 1 

/-k June gth, A Deiachment of Dragoons rufhed upon another y \ 
5f J Aficmbly, difperfed the Congregation, fired many Vollies after , * \ 
them, and tookfeveral of them Prifoners ; and in November 1750, 13 
another Meeting was aflembled in like Manner, and 300 made ^ | 
Prifoners, of whom many were afterwards condemned to the Gal- "& f 
lies, and the reft to Imprifonment, and other Penalties (f>). ' *i >T 

1750. X^ 

French King publiflied an Ordonnance at VerfaiHes, Ja- .0 4ft 
[7, willing that former Edicis againft the Proteftants, and ^ *-|I 
Uirly that of (724, fhould be executed, and enjoining Offi- \f fc 
d Judge) to attend diligently to their Execution. Mm 

28th of March, being Lord's Day, a Detachment of gV^J 

fell upon a religious Aflembly of Protellants, who fled, "■»* 

were taken : The Parents and Friends of the Prifon- ^ ?■ 

n the moft fubmiflive Manner to beg the Ofiicer to let 

but they were fired on, three killed on the Spot, and 

a great r^ 

-' J-a.'. f?;,?rr-\fl Memorial, n. 63, 6a. Pou«7 -* "■- L — ~ "■ ** r " v - 

?.f6erSn»Jh„ h™ i«. n „ e c ute li«. Effigy. - .- 
" the aifia tamrkabic Procsriinn jeainft tlie 




AHJ 1 21 ] ?,-«*! 

*t a great Number were wounded, who died fome Days after. 
m »S| Htflor. Mem. p. 69. 

Jp^ Letter from Rotterdam, June 29, 175 1. fays, fome affirm that *, 
^? ]N one third Part, others one half of the Inhabitants in the South Cw 
V* ^5 of France are Proteftants. The Power of Religion is pretty ,#A 

jjjk vigorous among them, and efpecially in thofe Places that are mo/i ^X 
rt barrajftd with the Perfecution. In a Letter from the fame Hand, m * 



^\ dated Oftober 26, 1751. The Perfecution is now very hot againft 

V 



t^fc them in the Upper and Lower Languedoc, where are fuppofed to 
h 5 *S ^ e near 300,000 Proteftants. A confiderable Number about four 





fe V fon, or the Galleys. y ^ 

U -\ By a Letter from a Proteftant Gentleman in Languedoc y dated J£ 
tJ v JpfH *7> lt appears the Perfecution is very violent. He writes, j % 
2 ^ " The Perfecution is fo induftrioufly kindled againft us thro' the , ^* 
fc jR <c Kingdom, that we are in continual Dread of the Miferv that J * 
** ^ iC the next Moment may bring upon us." He relates the Mar- 5 ^ 
k v t y rc ' oni * Mr. F ranc ** Benezet 9 who was defirous to be admitted V jLgp* 
x % a Minifter in the Lower Cevennes, but was arretted by a Party of W *^ 




Vk u Man* but an Angel" In another Letter of May 10th, 1752, A ^ 
N we are informed, that Mr. Flechier^ Minifter in the Lower Lan* S ^ 
^nguedoc, was arretted by Dragoons on the 17th of March », andV N 
V\Mr. Benezet being led to Execution by his Prifon Window, he ^ Si 



>egan to fwg the 51ft Pfalm, and being reproved by the Major of 




s /aid. Ci Our Affairs become more ferious, and the Perfecution IJJV^ 
£. <c is fiercer than ever. The Papifts demand Abjuration from all ^ V 
|y v * 4 thofe who have heen married, or have had their Children bap- >jf jfr 
t ^ J* " tized in our religious Aflcmblies, upon Refufal, the Mothers jjwl 
^ w " are proclaimed Whores, and the Children Baftards. Thefe *^ ~ 
^ ^" Barbarians feize on Fathers, Mothers and Children, and force * 
*i^ €< tnem * nt0 R° m 'fl Churches, violently beating them, &c" ff 
J ^This Writer obferves, 4C Thofe who have flad u* <&no& <&h&\shCs»*-0 



■i 



' J V" rous Treatment, are now wand«m%Vcom ^Naea "<» ^as^ ^»- 
Jgjf" the CAariiy of Mankind Jball make a CoUeBwu \u **« *^ 




w <c vour, and enable them to retire into fome foreign Country, ' 
_^C iC where they may procure Peace for their Souk (i). 
\ mr& A great Number of thefe have met with kind Reception in (e- ' 
"~ti vcn * Proteftant States, and many of them have fettled in Ire- 
M%± Umd> within tix or eight Months paft. 





If. 

^^» % fore they could reach Geneva % and were carried Prifoners to 

^ About the End of November, feveral, that by a kind Provi- 

I^t (b dence had efcaped, arrived in England, among whom was a wo- 
.m % man that had been fentenced to Confinement for Life, for being 
aJ* >SJ prefent at fome of the religious Affemblies, and with her cams ^ jj 
«g over die Perfon that afiiiled her and others, in getting out of 14^ 
' ^J Pri r on. J 

>L ^ By Letter from abroad, dated Nov. 30. it appears that a relf ^ 
■^ v gious Allembly was on the 9th of the faid Month fired on by ^ 
fc fc fome French Troops, and difperfed by them, five of the ProtefU « 
^ >^ ants were taken Prifoners, but (blefled be God, who has the 1 
fC% \A Hearts of all Men in his Hand !) were afterwards releafed. ^ 

\\| . By Letter dated Dec . 5. there is information that the Gover- • v 
ylj ^ nor of Languedoc had told a Popi(h Gentleman, that the Court ty 



li 



was difpofed to favour the Proteftants, but the private oppofition 
V met at Nifmes and drew up a Memorial 5 the chief of the arti- JJ 



of the Bifhops prevented it. This Gentleman was commiflioned ^\ 
^i ^ by the Governor to fpeak to the Heads of the Proteftants, in or- ^ 
^J ^ dcr to know what they defired. Whereupon the chief of them **> 



** 



, 5* & cles of which were, \7 

L ¥ ^f ,# ^ at ^ e Gally-flaves and Prifoners fliould be releafed. * 

P^ 2. That the young People confined in Seminaries or Convents % t 

tl ^ fliould be releafed. * ^ 

V ' * 3. That their Marriages and Baptifms be valid, and regiftered Hfc 
^ JJ in the civil courts. 

^S 4. That the fame fhould be obferved in time to come. ^ 

/% 5- That the Claufe inferted by Notaries in Marriage Con- 2 

y| I tra£b ; viz. That the Marriage Jhall be folemnifed in a Roman Ca~ gi 
'* ^ tbolic Churchy be fuppreffed. ^ 

E S 6. To celebrate Divine Service, if not in Temples, at leaft in ^ 
j V private Houfes at fome Diftance from Towns and Burroughs. J 
*% v 7. To. have a fufficient Number of Clergymen who dare to ^ 
li *9 ^ lew themfelves, and perform their Functions openly. *• 

K Jf H 8. That they may have the Liberty to fell their Eftates, with- ^ 
1 w It out an exprefs Order or Leave. 
\jk% * That * 

i 9 (/) See three Letters at large in Appendix to KiftoncaV Mcmmt\ ot fcve «*& t*>^ 
V amiable Pjvcctdwgg agalnfi: the ProtcHaab in Frantt, firoiajh* Ve *t i7«A» *> x n*> 



«*\ 





Jl 9- That thofc who are gone out of the Kingdom may have 

jjv Liberty to return. 

^ This Memorial was given to the Duke that he might 

* prefent it to court* But they have no Account of its Succefs. 

^ J! To conclude the fad Detail. • ^ 

^ -T^ Lifts may be feen in Hiftorical Memorial of twenty-nine £ ^ 
qk<4 Gentlemen degraded from their nobility the 6th of November^ £ ^ 
1^4 1745. by the Parliament of Grenoble : fourteen fentenced to Ba- - *5 
i &ni(hment by the fame Parliament in 1745, 46 : four to be whipt ^fc *JQ 

*by the common Hangman : fix Women fentenced to be fliaved by > jj 
the Hangman, and to be confined, fome for a Term of Years, and ,J jtf 
fome for Life in the year 1746. Alfo Lifts of 144 Perfons con- J % 
Af^ demned to the Galleys, of which Number 105 are for Life, and of ^ j 
* thefe forty -fix are Gentlemen, and two Knights of the Order of Ift 
* ,• i St. Lewis ; five Perfons received Sentence of Death and were ex- J 
ecuted in Effigy; four Minifters have been hanged, and nine ia \ v - 
Effigy. Hift. Mem. p. 50. fef feq. ^ Jj^ 

V^ ^ The Brethren are yet filled with holy Zeal for the publicfc ^ ** 
^ a Worlhip of God according to their Confciences, directed by hit J r f 
^^ Word, and keep up their religious Affemblies to this Day, tho* \ 4 
^ all the Edids ftand in Force againft them : They are not deterred j * w 

^from their Duty, though the above Author fays, « The Inftan- H j£ 
^ \ « ces of punifliing Proteftants on Account of their attending on S^ 
J Js c< divine Worfhip, are fo numerous, that he does not well know i 

3 ^p c * where to begin the Account." u I could, adds he, fet out V 

*^ <c a Lift of above 600 Prifoners all taken up fince 1744. in the • 

^JV <c Upper and Lower Languedoc, Cevennes, &c. among whom 

S^j" there are many Gentlemen, Barrifters, Phyficians, &c. I 

£ €< might produce another Lift of upwards of 800 Perfons, fen- 

\Ytv ' tenced to divers Penalties, among whom there are more than 

^J ys« eighty Gentlemen, p. 41, 42." Thus, becaufe Proteftants 

v will obey God rather than Men, becaufe they are zealous for .^i <9 
^ the Honour of the Lord Jefus Cbrift^ Papifts treat them as Sheep « ^^ 
^ Sfor the Slaughter. V^*% 





Art theft Things fo? 



will obey God rather than Men, becaufe they are zealous for .^ <BT 

Jl^v i. Mult not every Britijh Proteftant be abfolutely inexcufable % Mt 
^ who does not moji heartily fympathize with thefe Brethren in 
i^^Bonds? Should we not moft fervently pray for them (and for f - 
^ N the Converfton of their Enemies) every Perfon and Family apart, * Jk 
^ '* and unitedly in our Chriftian Societies? Shall we chant to the jjf j 
^ % Sound of the Viol, drink Wine in Bowls ', and anoint ourfelves with 9 * 
\ the chief Ointments, but not be grieved for the iigl\Et\wi <*$ ^ V*-^^ 
tpSEPH? God forbid! Thu»{ta\\mte\\>ifiVi \»«\>**** : 



i 



fear is filling apace. Does not a folemn Day of Faffing and Hit* 
mi liat ion become us? — Shall none be found among us weeping:* 
and praving, Spare thy People^ O Lardy and give not thine Heri- 
j/b toge to Reproach ! 

'7 ** " 'Tis thy own Son *■■■■ ■ ■ 

* ^ " O for his Sake attend our Cry, 
N^ ^fc *« Shine on thy Churches left they die. \ 
£ V « Thy Church is in the Defert now, fit. 19 Dr. W. Pf. 80- ') 

\ 5 2. Muft we not be inexcufable, if we at'd rot our Charity and 

^jf |W liberal Contributions to our moft fervent Prayers ?> Let their 

•„' ^ Miferies, and our Mercies (fo long enjoyed, and forfeited) be 

^'^ weighed, and Gratitude to God, and Compaflion to them, will 

... £( snake us feize this fair Opportunity of refrefhing the Bowels of 

* ^ the Saints. We know who has faid, Verily y I Jay unto you > in as \Z 
r 'N fl much as ye have done it unto one of the leajl of thefe my Brethren* -^ 
^fc ^% you have done it unto me.' ■ Divine Providence has invited us 
^ ^> to this great and good Work, by inclining the Hearts of feveral 

Perfons of Rank and Credit to form themfelves into a Soc 






for procuring Relief to thefe our fuffering Brethren (k). 
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3. Shall we not be inexcufable if we arc not awakened by all ^ 
this to the deepejl Repentance for our Sins, and the moft exalted ■ ' 
Thankfulnefs. Thankfulnefs for the Grace granted our Brethren ^P 
in the Lord, that their Faith and Patience is fo abundant, and ■ '' 
l .\ jmk *, for our continued Privileges as Proteftants, and brought more to \ 
[\Q\ » prize and improve the G of pel of the precious Redeemer ?— If we C$ 
y •$ remain ftupidly infenfible of our dreadful Departures from the. ^|j 
j«.*\ < Lord, and our bafe Ingratitude for Gofpel-Light and Liberty, ♦:.: 
L ^« J when he fends us MefTengers to remind us what he has done- to fc 
I ;§\ fc* SHILOH, [7*r.vii. 12,13, 14, 15.] will he not fay— I will caji 
j ^ V" you out of my Sight , and I will fend a Famine in your Land, not a yV^ ! 
j JJ J* Famine of Bread, nor a Thir/r for Water, but of hearing the Vi 
* Clt Words of the Lord. And they Jhall wander from Sea to Sea, and fc'» 
j from the North even to the Eajl ; they Jhall run to and fro to feek ^ . 
fk \j& *^ e ^ or ^°f ^ e Lord* and Jhall not find it. [Amos viii. 11, 12.] J 
m^ ^K Thus our Brethren are dealt with, and have been for near feventy \^ 
.^K Tears. Moft worthy our Regard it is, that they funky when we £ 
\^ finking were raifed up: When Lewis XIV.. demoliflied all their \ 
wy\ "Churches, James II. (as much under the Influence of Jefuits ^ 
1 jt| as the former) drove like Jehu, to accomplilh the fame here, *^ 
IjJMJ and faid he would do it, or perifh in the Attempt ; but how nar- 
JlT row)/ and glorioufly were we faved ? But were we delivered to & 
f ob a// t£*/i dominations which are done in the Midft of us? — C^ 

*, & T!>°*?*"> »« thus ch.rit.My difpofcd, ~.yij£*J*?f^&^ 



L ^ J • .J 

O ^yias ! Does not this appear the fhort, and true Character of out M 
* Nation! Lovers of Pleasure more, than Lover?, 
^ ftOF GOD: And this the moft neceffary Charge, especially to; 
Jj^^ our Youth, Hold Faith and a good Confcience, which (i. e. a 
tg yf ood s Confcience) fome having put away* concerning Faith havl 
%L^made Shipwreck. Do we thus requite the Lord, O foolifh People^ 
^/^^and unwife? Is he not thy Father that hath bought thee ? — Has 
JFN £ he not kept us as the Apple of his Eye .? — How often, hay 
\y zJ^how lately i has he faved us from our Popifh and moft im- 
placable Enemies, and our Churches in external Advantages yetr> 
flourifh, while the Gallican is only to be found in the Deferts? 9 \. 
But were the French Proteftants in Lewis's Days, Sinners abovi^" - 



Kjfciaw lately 9 has he faved us from our Popifh and moft im- 

l^t pourun, wnne tne kj ante an is oniy to oe louna m we uejerzs 
Vii 'fStBut were the French Proteftants in Lewis's Days, Sinners aDOV *jttSv 
lAf if all other Proteftants ? True it is, their Minifters reminded theni^J % 



& 



^ plainly in thofe Days of the procuring Caufes of God's Judg- 
ements, — "All Kind of World l in ess, Plays, Pajlimes, Cloth\ „ 
\^ of Silk and Goldy&cc. Indevotion, they defpifed GOD's* 
^ <c holy Word, Family- Duties, and Family-Prayer were negle<3>^ 



■'VsjJ* e dj or negligently performed." The Lord's- Day was greatly/- 
^ £ profaned by common Employn 



ments, vifiting, &c. fo that in a^/ 

Synod held at Vivaretx about the Year 1682, or 83. they drew^ 

up, at the Motion of the blefled Martyr Homel, Articles of Re- , 

. _ formation, of which this was one ; " That they Jhould mojl reli- 

5'«^ N <c gloujly obferve andfandify the Lord's Day, becaufe they werefufiK^f 

VMi^ <c b convinced that this [the Violation of it] was one of the mojf w 

^A u daring Provocations, which had drawn down the fiery lndigna*+ J 

<c tionjyf GOD on the Churches." (I). But have we not in all, % 






l^K^ thefe Things abounded ? and may we not fear the Sentence i& 
I ^ gone forth <— Except ye repent, {fpeedily) ye /hall all likewife pejL 
rijh ? O think not it will be Time enough when we are in vP 
^^fible Danger! They found it otherways : when their Ruin wai 
fj haftening they kept many Days of Humiliation, Fading an 



t 



** fc ulM » iwi,m™'ii*»FJ'* ye 7 event, \,jy«c<*nj[J J* jrjui* «** ukctajuc 

1 ^£ijjh? O think not it will be Time enough when we are in 

C,A ^Prayer, from early in the Morning till Night, vaft Crowds 
vi= v'^ tending, and Minifters and People under very uncommon 1m 
X ./J preflions of godly Sorrow and Fear. But it was too late. O 
V N{c> guilty Britofts, prefume not ! Enquire into yourfelvcs, before th 
*^ y Decree bring forth, before the fierce Anger of the Lord come upbm. t 
Kyou f^—Commiferate, and pray for your Brethren, charitably re/ A 
X lieve them, be thankful for Privileges, but confider and repent foiO* 
jyourfelves alfo, or expect the Day of the Lord's Anger. will com^4 






therefore from whence Thou art fallen, and reQeht^ and di tht 




tfirjl Works ; or elfe I will come unto Thee quickly^ and will remove 
iThy Candleftick out of bis Place, except Thou repent. 

X T R A C T S from the Memoirs of the Life and Death of 
the Reverend Mr. Shower, p. 45 — 49. 
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V^TR. Shower was travelling in France^ in the Year 1685, wncn \ 
•*-*-■• the French King began in a more open Manner to break \| 
tjthro' the Ed id of Nantes^ and others his mod folemn Engage- ( 
laments to his Proteftant Subjects : « Thofe flourifhing Churches . 1 
?**-•* were then declining apace 5 moft unjuft Incroachments were \J 
gradually made upon them, and it was manifeft to them a vio- ^ 
lent Storm was coming. The Minifters of the famous Church 
of Charenton * thought it their Duty to ftcr up themfelves, and 
their People, to meet God, and in the Way of his Judgments 
to wait on him : They kept many Days of Humiliation, Fad- 
ing and Prayer, and thofe Days were fpent in a very extraor- 
dinary Manner : They began early in the Morning, and con- 
tinued till Night ; the Numbers that attended were vaftly great, 
and both Minifters and People were under a very uncommon 
Impreffion of godly Sorrow and Fear. On one of thefe Occa- 
fions when Mr. Shower was prefent, towards the Clofe of the \ 
Day, an eminent Minifter came up into the Pulpit, and in an fj 
affectionate Difcourfe fet before them the Danger the Ark of 5 
m J 5 God was in among them, and in a very lively Manner defcri- {j 
2S r bed the Excellency of that pure and undefiled Religion which ^ 
Vfl \& they profefTed, and had,.fo long enjoyed, and the dreadful Lois \, 
y*. *^ they mould fuftain, if their Church mould be left defolate, and \* 
jfcfcj" the daily Oblation ceafe. The Minifter's Heart was fo full, that X 
^Xtt he could proceed no further ; there were Floods of Tears (hed . 
£J~ • throughout the great Aflembly, and an univerfal Outcry. After ^ 
a confiderable Paufe the Minifter reaffumed the awful Subject, y 
but was again interrupted by Excefs of Sorrow; upon which he C 
^turned his Difcourfe into earneft Prayer, and with wonderful i 
^Enlargement and Fervour wreftled with God for a lengthning J* 
^ out of their Tranquillity, and then humbly confefling the Sins of ft 
fc J* their Churches, acknowledged the jufticeof God in whatfo- A 
f ^ ever he (hduld bring upon them, and by a very folemn Refig- 
j( " nation laid them and all their Privileges at the Foot of God ; *> 



I* 




^ ever he fcduld bring upon them, and by a very folemn Refig- 

' ." nation laid them and all their Privileges at the Foot of God ; 

i*-V * " and ^ 

[ . « Cbircnton is a Village near the Abbey of St. Maur, within two fhort Leagues ^ 

* of Paris, Henry IV. granted the Proteftant* Letters Patents in the Year ift>6, put- 

twgthem in Po/Tcihon of it, for the free Exercife of their Religion, the Parijiant ^ 

having complained to him of the Diftance they were obliged to gp X.o'Woxftvvp*. IVf X 

treaty they were not to exsreife their Religion publickly within nieLfeagpt* of ? ans * 

f&e King's Grant met with OppoGtion, but notwitbftandin* the Cfaich moattA , 

the** tui i68 fm vid met effort*/ vol. i. p. 419- er H* 
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" and proceeded moft earneftly to beg, that if God faw it meet, 
" for his own Honour, to fuffer the Carcafles of that Generation 
" to fall in the Wildernefs, that yet he would revive his Work 

^ " in the next, that it might glorioufly appear to their Children ; 

% " to which the whole Congregation gave their Aflent by a loud 




* 
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The reverend Mr. Tong* Author of the Memoirs, adds, " This 
V\ <c Account I had from Mr. Shower himfelf ; and, if I miftake not,J 
§ " he told me, this was one of the laft of their public Solemnities 
* " at Charenton. * ■ The Thing they feared foon came upon 

;jjf ■ €< them, and thofe famous Churches ftill lie in their Ruins : That 
%« «« Generation on whom this great Calamity fir ft came is almoft 
f' " worn out, and another is rifen up, waiting for the Return of 
» y 4< thofe earneft Prayers that were fo many Years ago made for^ 
j « them : And as we hope God will appoint them a fet Time, and {*yk 
^ « remember them, and that the Number of Years is drawing to- .^ 
wards its Accomplifliment, it becomes all that love the Lord 
Jefus Chrift in Sincerity, to join in Prayer with them, that J 
" God would turn away his Anger from his holy Mountain, and * 
%) " would caufe his Face to fhine upon his Sanctuary, which is de- 
k . * « fohtefor the Lord's Sate." < 

. ^ Thus all who read this are moft fervently befought to do, and tc 
^ * intreat that the Exiles, in the mean Time, may be made Bleffing 
v $ wherever they come, walking worthy of the Lord : That we ma] 
religioufly improve our Privileges* the Sfews may be converted, 
jfntichrtft overthrown, and the Lord appear in bis Glory, building? 
up Zion. .-1 - 

The following Quotations will difcover the religious Temper j* 

of Protejlants in France at this Day. </ 

" ^* Othing can be more affe&mg than the Complaints on >* 
« c -»^ their being deprived of the dee Exercife of their Religion ; 
<c nothing more fervent than their Wifties for having that pre- 
" cious Liberty reftored unto them ; nothing more heroick, 
than the Courage of their Minifters in thefe fad Circum- 
ftahces, as appears by feveral of their Letters: In a Word> 
" there can be no feverer Cenfure of the Lukewarmnefs of ma- 
" ny amongft us in point of Devotion, than the unfhaken Zeal 

D 2 ^ *&! 

• " I thought when I was at Pans, nottta* \tv \k* ^*x\*> «w» ^^f^ 
" than to hear the Proteftatvts that went \*|NN*ux wrj %o»&»i ^<**f^ \&^ 
'\ renton, ^nging Pfalms as they ? affc4 ^ob% \u wuoffMft ^^^^ 
Wfil Dictionary on the Place. 
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!< of thefe perfecuted Proteftants. Would to God it could 

51 fhame our People into a ferious and conftant Practice of their }Wt 

■* Duties towards their Maker." ^* 

We (hall clofe with two Examples of their holy Ardour, which Jf 

mght to make us blufli for ourfelves. fji 

- " Two young Ladies, the Daughters of Mr. Combes an At- ^* 

" torney, being forced from their Father's Houfe, and carried * % 
" away to Confinement guarded by Soldiers, they addrefled them- 

felves from their Coach to all the Proteftants they met. — We ^ 

are going into Exile, and we go with Pleafure. Do not defpond ; J 

" let your Zeal continue the fame for reforting to our holy Affem- W^ 

{" Hies ; God Almighty will fl>ew himfelf our Guardian ana our ^4 
Deliverer." 

" A Gentleman named Rey, a Lawyer of Nifmes, having 
been confined about a Year, was releafed out of the Citadel 

of Mmtpelier, and urged by the Magiftrates to promife he ^ 

would no more refort to the Affcmblies of the Proteftants ; kv 

but he told them, he could be content to remain in Jail, up- ^, 

on Condition that he fhould have leave to join every Sunday Su 
with his Brethren, in the Publick Worfhip of God, and be 

*«* bound to furrender himfelf Prifoner the Day following ; add- S 

ing, that if they fcrupled taking his Word, he would give ^? 

them a legal Security*." — Bleffed be God for the Faith and >J 
Patience of the Saints in all their Tribulations ! 

X T R A C T S from aJLt tter 1 of a French Clergyman in the 
City of London, dated February loft, to one in the* Country \ \ 
defignedfor the Information of the Compiler of thefe Annals ^ J* 

c T Suppofe your Friend (whom I will call ours, if he'll give, j2 ^ 

4 ' me leave) has read the hiftorical memorial, publifhed laft . t^ 

^" September, of which I furnifhed the Appendix. Another ^^ 

f « might now be added, and it would be worth while. With 'I 

~ c < regard to the Galley- flaves. There have been fome of them SS|j 

^ " (o'roughly treated, that not having been ufed to it, they have 1 • 

^" funk under, and died. Others have been put in their Place. JV 

*3L*r" 1 have by me a printed Account at length, of a Sentence given . JV 

{J j^ c the 15th of April laft, by Monfieur L Efcalopier, Intendant of \ 

tc Mcntauban^ condemning Peter Galan, Book-keeper, and fix 3*' 

'« other Men, to ferve as Slaves upon the King's Galleys during; J 

** Life, for having been prefent at an Affembly held in the ^ > 
' "Ni s ht,^ 

rlf'-VFik Po e«r»t™ys the&me, p, 53, 3 <5, ?7, *< , «S-^f» "^T^ tS a£t^ 
t g1mtPlu »P&lctsaouldbela&. " 
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Night, betwixt the 2d and 3d of laft March, in a very retire 
Place, at fame Miles Diftance from Mmteuban ; and Tome 
Women (mint in Number) upon the fame Account, have been f 
condemned to be (hut up for ever in the Houfe of Correction ^ 
itCabors, and all their Goods and Chattels confifcated to the 5 
King's Ufe. The Froteftants within the Circle or Liberties \ 
of Montauban, have been condemned to pay a Fine of 3000 
French Livrcs (about 150 /. Sterling) which afterwards was in- V W 
creafed, as I have been aflured, to 60,000 ditto, or about 1JT 
3000/. Englijb, on Account of that Aflembly. The (aid Af- V^fi 
Jembly having been difcovercd, they fent thither three Bri- £jf 
gades of Horfe, who falling upon thefe poor People, foon put - 
them to the Rout. Some were killed upon the Spot, amongft 
others, Martha Arbus, who was killed with a Mufket-ball. . 
The above fixteen, who were taken, have all received their • _, 
Sentence. — —In Guienne, two Daughters of Monfieur the Ba-Nj 1 ^ 
ron of Vifcimftt have been feized and put into a Nunnery. Se- ♦ 
veral Perfons have likewife been imprifoned in Prim. Alt (\ *** 
the Vexations exercifed in Languedtc this laft Year, the Flight *\9kT 
of a very great Number, which are faid to amount to upwards lUji 
of 10,000, the Interruption of Commerce, and other Incon- 
veniencies, were perhaps the Occafion of a Vifitation made ii_ 
this Province about the Months of OSfobcr or November laft, . 
by Monfieur de Paulmy d'Argenfm, accompanied by two other \ 
Perfons of Diftinftion. They went into Langutdac, took In- 
formations of all thefe Facts, vifited fome of the Prifons, 
mongft others the Tower of Conjlance, lituated in a marfby Uh I 
Place near the Sea, where there was a Number of Pro- "vSfl 
tcftant Women fliut up, whofe difmal Fate particularly af- _ 'yk 
fe£ted the Heart of Monfieur de Paulmy, who promifed them m*5 
that he would intereft himfelf for their Deliverance, which 'WiM 
nevcrthelefs has not yet happened. Nevcrthelcfs thefe Gentle- ^ ^ 
men thought proper to caufe the Perfections againft the Pro- h '" 
teftants to ceafe ; and even gave them Leave to fet down their F * 
and in few_^ ©*^ 




Languedsc, gave the Proteftartta Leave to draw up their ^ \ 
Demands, provided they were not too confiderable. They a* 
were drawn up at Nijmes, as it is thought, and accompanied 7» 
with an accurate Memorial which Mr. ••«•••, *••*»< 
***********, compofed huaCeU. Tw ^wsase&s... 
conGfting of nine Articles, owe \krtw "a >& W&-* wmmk**^-' 
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: * eated to the Court: * But what will be their Succefs Nobody*« 
** can perfectly tell. In the mean time they enjoy fomcf Refpite ' 
iU in LangutdoC) becaufe, that as the laft Expedition of the Per- ■ ■* 
lc * fecutors, wa9 to caufe to be baptized and married over again, 
! a thofe who had already been fo f by the Minifters of the De- 
'" fert, the greateft Part of the Proteftants have yielded. The 
t\" Rigor ufed a gain ft them having been terrible; they have had 

•Vf t <C * n *° me families I0 > J 4» anc * evcn l % Dragoons at a time, 
v5j^ tt quartered at Difcretion upon them, who were guilty of inex- 
*? preffible Irregularities, and who at length caufed their Bap- 
c< tifma and Marriages to be celebrated over again. Thofe that 
'% u have yielded are left a little at quiet. But this obferve, they 
1^ ** are reckoned to be Papifts, and if hereafter they perform the 
^ * c leaft A& of Proteftantifm, or if their Children do not go to 
r u the Popifh Schools, or into the Convents, they will be purfued 
£! ** as Relapfes, or Apoftates, the Penalty of which is perpetual ' 
lv cc Imprifonment or the Galleys, and Confifcation of Goods. 
5 ^*f However, the Affembljes which are held in different Places, 
3 J* are not peaceable. The Minifter of Ganges writes, that the 
|fm«f Proteftants are fiezed and put into Prifon, from whence they 
1 f* .cannot be got out without Difficulty. With refpeft to thofe 
who* ■ in order to extricate themfelves from fo many Perfecu- 
tipns; have endeavoured to efcape out of the Kingdom ; feve- * 
ral have fucceeded, but others, and that by Hundreds at a 
*? time, have been taken, plundered of every thing, and fent 
<c back again into their Country, without being able to recover 
^w** their Eftates, and by thefe means reduced to the moil terrible 
mtff*? Extremities. The Faiflages on the Side of Swijerland, of Ge- 
Wta *? neva*. of Francbe Camptt, &o are fo well guarded, that it is * 
>±m « impoffible any longer to get out that Way. They muft, a- * 
•S\ «* gainft their Wills, flay in a Country where they cannot work 
f* Jr** out their own Salvation, according to the Light of their Con- 
% % V^<f Sciences, but with aftonifliing Difficulties and perpetual A- - 
^ JT«« iarnis. The Number of thofe that are in Prifon cannot be 
jJi + tt reckoned ; as to thofe that are upon the Galleys f, there muft 
f A^ ** be above 60 5 and the Hardfhips which they go through, are S 
v *' " enough 

• See the Article* referred to, p. ia, 13. above. < 

f " A Gaily is a low decked Veflel, generaUy from 120 to 132 Feet long, 18 
*»• Feet .broad , and 6 Feet deep. They are navigated by Oars, &c, and chiefly ufed N 
« r in the Mt&ttrratuan Sea. There were 40 French Galleys in th*t Sea in the ^ 
** Year 1712, kept up in the Fort of Marfeilh, and 11 000 Slaves to row Ahem ; - 
P the Slaves are chained to the Oars, their Shirts ftripped down to the Wafle, ex- 
•' pofed to all Weathers:. They muft ftrike the Oars all together, or are revcrely \ 
'f bmndl€d. The Chains fometimes gnaw them to the bone, and cocafion Gangreens. 
*" There are £k Galleys in the wefrera Ocean, in the French VotX. ot Rccbfwi." Ika 
™~s {excepting Protefants for their Religion^ arc nototiou* Ma\cfe£tare, xYax.Yia.N- 
£?%fe thc Sentence ot Death, are condemned to t&* PutftfomttiX fc* * Tw», 










\ t $« enough to make even fuch as only bear thr ReciUR>f tli 
■; « c fhudder. With regard to fuch as get into thefe' King< 
* . " generally fpeaking, they come deftitute of every thing, and, 
" having faved nothing but Body and Soul, they are invwant 
. "ofdoaths, Linen, . a few Gqpds . and, U tennis, &pd\ftufl 
^ <c Tubmit to ferve % Apprenticefhips, or work at hard Labour ».^ 
" '^he greateft Part % mt being able to -go on, as being Strangetj^Rv 
*« here, with the trades that they followed in their own Coun-i*^ ^, 
" try: AndKas tgjlfc old People, th^jt muft.be provided for by ^» ■ 
' <c Cnarity. "Thore that are* gone for Ireland, and their Num- ^W'JSS 

<c ber already exceeds^ 300, will find, it is hoped, feme Em* 

\** pldyment there. As t have been emplbyed to receive the 

\ ' ** greateft Part of the Exiles as they came to' London, I know 9tf 4?t 

*^kV)etter than otheVs their Condition and their Wants. Thank -{J 

<c God, the Contributions which we have received from diffe- S^ 

Orient Parts, have hitherto fupplied them ; and if any >moi#'v^' \ 

iC Emigrants come, we flatter ourfelves,. that the good people of ,^ ^~ 

<c this Kingdom wiH not (hut up their Bowels of CompJ&on to ^^ y 

" them." .Sj J 

* *■■. ■■■***« 

A confiderable IsTumber Jiave fince arr rived in England and*. ^ 
Ireland, and* are* ex pe&totaH be dropping in continually. . Wjb «lfr 
1 liave received later Intelligence, by which it appears, the Pror- *5 w* 
teftants in Langucdoc have more Freedom, and enjoy more Op- _J3 
portunitfes for the Worfhip of God : But the Perfecution falls' 
hard on the Reformed in Santoign and Poitou at this Time.- 
> IK is Moreover faid, that a Computation has been made oft the *V» 2^ 
I Number of Proteftants in, France, to the Amount of 2,500,0^%, ;* 3 
and that the loweft Computation is 1,800,000. * t sjjp * 

I * May the Wrath +f Man praife thee, O Lord, and the Remain- 
der thereof do thou rejlrain. \V • > S . 
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hJJ ** / 9 ft £* Nov^tering^nlkf &*&* 6 If* f ' 

Seventieth , Year of their Persecutions. . 
f a~ ~ »• /* " Extraaed * om J/*S* ^^f^JA 

\ Authentick Accounts received at the beginning of the , 

1 Year 1755. ferving as an Appendix to Amah* 
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.. &c. publifhcd in 1753. * , • j^ r\ yy ^ 

Beloved^ think it notjirange concerning the Fiery Trial which is to 6C 
try you \ as tho fome firange thing happened unto you: But re-jtjjpmm 
joice in as much as ye are Partakers of Chrift'j Sufferings, &c. . ^T 
>•* ~ jr> 1 * ^ * 1 Pet. iv. 12, i^.^jSjrt 

j ,/ * sJ-0 N D Nr * ^ *"""* <~*m 

£4/f*ece %/e*mf ^f~ 7^o/^ *jo &oic> cab 
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To Annals of the Rife, Progrefs, and "^ 
JPerfecutions of the reformed Churches SJajlj 



ia France, 



*s 



B 




Dear SIR, 7«#9> *7S5t 

EING favoured by a Friend with Extrada 
) from feveral French Letters, (received from 
France^ within fome Months paft) wrote by Pro-? 
teftants that are in the Furnace of Perfecution, I 
have endeavoured to draw up a fuccindt Account ' Y)q . 
of their heightened Sorrows in the Months under-? t . *' 
mentioned. The Perufal, Sir, will, 1 am perfuaded, _* >1^ 
greatly move your generous Chriftian Rreaft, and ^ # 
lead to endeavour a Spread of Sympathy for the ^ n V i 
dear Sufferers, wide as your Influence, and to draw > £^ \ 




from others what fo naturally flows from yourfelf, ^ >I ' ^ 
Liberality towards them who flying hither to main*- Q«\ $ ^ 
tain a good Confcience, come naked of all worldly vj n q 
Subftance (a). What a Contraft is French Popery v** ,r 
in Power, fupported by Grenadiers and Dragoons L b fo 
to the Sentiments and Refolution of the Emprefs ^ ^ f 



Catholic? 






Script \ concerning Protcftants in her hereditary Do- s* v. 

A 2 minions, 3 ^ 

(*) By pobliqk Advertifement, fuch as sue difpofed toreKave £ %) 
their Necefltfies have been deftred to fend their Contributions ** >0 . i ' 
Sir Richard Hoare and* Company, in PUet-Jheef, or Sir Jofeph 4 I>, 
and- Sir Thomas Hankt^ in Femburtb-JhrMt* At this Time B*r v ^ 
Masons are greatly wanted* Emigrants coming daily, and fc ^ N 
w*p-tl>ruof me Perfecuted f or R^teovxfo& w*V»*>***^ ' 
relieved in about the Space 6f twdSLonftte, ^p«Vifct*^**v • 





■trically oppofitc to French Popery * ? "She declares 

it is with Sincerity acknowledged by her, that , 
„ Violence in Matters belonging to Faith cannot ; 
•ST J ~ c be a Means to convince Men : Convi&ions rnuft ** 

1 5? «c! be the Work of DivineGrace, joined to Inflruc- $ 
\ft (V V' t ' oris dj&ated by Meeknefs and Patience, and ^ 
|^V _" ftrengthened by the Example of good Works, ^ 
: which ought to be chriftianly extended to all that _ 



&V£ : 




{land in need of them without Diftintftion of Re- 



* 



ligion. This is the Senfe in which, addsfl.e, w& . fc, 
have ufed and ihall ufe the Text, Compel them to v 
come in ; and to that End we {hall occafionaily ^1 
employ our Finances in Favour of fuch of our 
Subjects as are not of our Religion; yet behave, ja, 
peaceably and dutifully. All Zeal. that deviates *< 
'■ from thefe Principles ftiall ever be disapproved by ^3 
us, &c. None of our Subjects, not even the moft A 
obftinate in refilling to hear good Inftrudtion g ; 
(hall be molefted in their Perfons, or Eftates, C 
: while they behave as dutiful Subjects, and pay $ 
V " due Obedience to lawful Authority." Is not all * 
«»£ \& s5 *^' s we " ^P°^ cn ?— I detain you no longer, ' but re- C 
^ . Cmain, Sir, - ""tf. 

fit . ^ ^ 

6 ,« f\N tne 5 tn inftant, the Garrifonsin Lower \ 
* Qa ^ V-' T-anguedoc, of feveral Villages being gone to * 
M jy ^ Nijms to ' be reviewed, the Prqteftants embraced 
^ j %> this favourable Opportunity, and the Lord's Sup^ 
'aA2? /•*" was adwin jftred without any MriW&atioa. ' The 

m? ':■■■,.; .:.:-::'x.x-;^u-- w 




fate* Happinefs did not attend the Brethren of Su 
Hypolite of Catton, % on returning from their reli- 
gious Aflembly, the Garrifon of St. Jean, &c. fell * j 
upon them, fired, and put them to Flight, feized >5 K 
thrfee Men, and five Women, with their little Chil- >i ^ 
dren. The Children were foon after baptized in ^ ^ 
the Church of St. Maurice by the Prior* the Soldiers $ 
Waiting till the Ceremony was performed. 
V , I'he Proteftants near St. Foi on breaking up their 
Aflembly, were attacked by a Party of Dragoons ^ 
^ (about fixty) who fired among them,* wounded & K 
^ brie Man, and ended his Life with their Bayonets; ^ ^ 
■v Forty Were taken Prifoners, among whom was a ^N p 
young Man, a Student for the Miniftry, who by ^ J 
* fome Means was happily delivered, or he would v V 
ss^ have fallen la Prey into the Hands of the Jefuits. ^ §& 
N^ N. B. Other Accounts of this Aflembly inform* &-;* 
j, that five or fix were killed on the Spot, fourteen or m jy J^ 
^ fifteen wounded, and forty-five taken Prifoners. * 

^ [The Churches of Saintonge hive been plundered JN 

and miferably ufed, rebaptizing all their Children ^ _- 

^ which had been baptized by Proteftant Minifters.j ^X 

'X At the latter End of this Month, an Aflembly ^ 

near St. Ambrofe in the Cevennes was furprized by ^ %? 

jw a Party of Dragoons; tf ho fired upon them, and ^ ^ 

$ feized feveral of both Sexes, who yet remain hi Pri- J^ ^ * 

^> fon : As on .the 17th inftant, an Ofljcer and fivc^ (fa 






V Gentlemen of Albigeois were arretted 3 but whether ^? 
^ for holding Aflemblies, or performing Baptifms is 1^1 
j ribt known. ' The Storm fell alfo upon Upper Lan- * 

, ^S .guedot in this Month. On the 10th inftant* Infbr-^ 
t ^ mation being made that an Aflembly had beeil jw # 
"' held near Revel, the Archers accompanied by fome !> 

V Horfemen, arretted the Meflieurs la Kerr** and X 

i 







A 




the two MiffeB Sarrat Ferrieres, who were car- 

^ ried to the Caftle of Ferrieres., Mr. Faure, a 

V s young Gentleman of Family, and Lieutenant in 

jS the Army, efcaped under Favour of the Night, but • 

v X has fince been taken and carried to the Prifons of ^ 

' * ^ Montbellier. On the 19th of this Month the Arch- ^ 

^ <S ersof^/^Vfupported by a Detachment of Dragoons, Jq 

H * came to the Houfes of feveral, whofe Names may ^ 

^s be produced, and arretted feveral Perfons. Thefe P 

^k Searches fpread fuch Terror, and fo great Confter- 5 ' 

C* 5 s nation in the City of Cq/Ires, that neighbouring C£ 

O ^ Towns were filled with thofe who fled for Fear. 

^ ^ A heavy Tax is laid on the Inhabitants of Cour- 

^ V honjec, hear Montpellier, for refufing to adorn the ,^ 

^K ^ Fronts of their Houfes on the Feftival of the Sacra* £ 

^jft ; ment, and Mr. Andre is imprifoncd, where he is $ * 

\£ to remain till the Tax is paid. I 

j Augnft. > 

^ § On the 4th of this Month, St. Domimck's Day; ^ 

*" ^ (a worthy Prefident for fuch an Exploit) a general * ■ 

^ Search for Minijiers was made by the Troops ia ^ 

Ltwer Langueaoc. A great Number of Houfes * 

were narrowly fearched, both in the Cities and J 

Country Villages. Several of our Brethren, [Pro* & 

teftant Minifters y '\ were in the moft imminent Dan- ^ 

4 



I* 






ger$ fome efcaped almoft miracuhufy (a). At 

this 



fa) The fpecial Care of Divine Providence in protecting the .^ 
Miniftera when fo narrowly fought for, by Thoufands ofpow- LvJ^ 
erful Enemies, demands the moft religious Attention. That ^ \ 
after all the fudden Search, but one fliould be found, and he fo * ^ 
qualified for, and carried fo glorioufly through Martyrdom, to C^\ 
the Eftabltfhmem of the Faithful, and the Confufion of their ^~ 
JPcrfecutors, what lefs is it than a miraculous Atteftation in Fa- ^{ 
voiirofthePcrfccutedi 1 






I J J 
this Time* the Reverend Mr. la Foge, who had 
been in the Office of the Miniftry about two Tears, 
was arretted j the Soldiers entered the Houfe where 
he was, and he could not be concealed ; on endea- 
vouring to Efcape, be was (hot at, and the Balls 
lodged in his Shoulder, and he and all the Family 
*V\ where he lodged were made Prifoners. Being con- 
,*i demned to be hanged, he finifhed his Courfe glo- 
' rioufly at Montpellier on the 17th inftant, after ; 
V having gained the Eftocm of thofe who few him in 
1* Prifon, by his Difcouries and Firmnefs : greatly 




»\& Resignation to the Divine Will, and by his Refa- 

Nlution and Fimmcfs. The greateft Part of his ' J 1 g 

. £ Judges could not condemn him without blufhing. ^ /V 

f ' 5 Immediately after the Sentence, two of them fell ^>4 

F , t dangeroufly ill : One of whom declared, that he v &*"? 

I :£. would choofe rather a hundred Times to lay down J ^ S 

^ his Offke than to give his Confent any more to * S^ 

£ fuch a Sentence^. Thofe that were taken with "^T „ fc 

v Mr. la Fage were not tried at that Time, but their » X« 

N Eftates are fcized, and the Diftric* of the Place •$ ' j>N 

* where he was arrefted, has been condemned to be ? ^ » 
^ fined a thoufand Crowns, die Proteftants being the 2^1 

. Perfons to pay that Sum, and it has been given o,k $4 » 
^ among the Soldiers. About this Time near Ufez, "^ "p | 
' S the Sieurs Richard and Stephen Martin were ar- \- i \ 

k refted, being near a Farm where one of them was 2 ^gi^ 

P\ § fifhing, and the other a hunting. They made fome ^ ^1^ 

^Motion to withdraw when they perceived the Sol- fe i *' 

* A 4 diers, ^ < 

5 (a) We are informed that one of the Jucfcei died of the III- ^* ^ 
*$ J)dt which he wa« then i'cised viflfci* ^t3 

3 ^» 




lM diers, which inclined the latter to believe they con* 
Ift^ cealed a Minifter. [They are ftill in Prifon at 
<J ^ Ufez. Letter of the 26th of Oflober laft.] About 
^ t^ this Time, Endeavours were ufed to arreft the Wife 
1 of a Minijler, but they miffed her, and (he is fled. , 

The Writer of the above, a Proteftant Minifter, « 
fays, in another Letter, that himfelf very narrow- < 
ly efcaped the fame End that Mr. la Fage met 
with, and relates the Providence by which he Was 
refcued $ having no fooner left his Houfe, than it • 
was immediately furrounded by a numerous De- 
tachment, which made the moil diligent Search 
y t v for him. Since this, adds he, my Day is turned • 
^ ^n into Night : He adds, We have great Reafon to , 
^ n^ fear our Enemies \yill exert all their Power to dif- 
;l^ X turb and moleft, fince the Bifhop of Alais has fent 
\j^<5 Aa Letter for that Purpofe to all the Curates of his > 
~ t ^ iDiocefc. And, fpeaking of the cruel Methods 
CV ^ ^which are daily ufed to deftroy the Proteftant 
^ ^^s Churches, he fays, never before have they been fo > 
^ 5 artfully attacked, befet on every Side, and ravaged * 
\ *>\ from every Quarter ; and, jt will be impoffible to 
\i * §i* bear up under this heavy Calamity, unlefs fuftained ^ 
* ^and u pheld by God himfelf. Let us therefore, 
**£ adds he, inceffantly offer up our Prayers to him for 
£ Afliftance, and perhaps fooner than we expedt, a . 
v 5 happy Providence may change the awful Scene. < 

September. v 

In the Beginning of this Month, twelve Perfons * 

*V^ in the Diocefe of Beziers were arrefted ; four where- 

\^ of were of Bedarieux, &c. They were all carried J 

^sA^to Prifon. The Names of nine of this Number ,< 




'i L . * J 

I J ^) Triol : All for attending on worshipping Aflem- -* , 

f ?*blies -, and four Men of the twelve have been con- 3f ^ 

>v*demned to the Gallies. The Officer that com- *j 

£ JS mands the Detachment of Montareng, for a long *mu \ 

^^Time paft has made his Soldiers patrole every «S"jT 

b£ rHour of the Night, efpecially near thofe Houfes /** /£ 

5 where there are any Sick to be vi/ited, and Children £ "y 

j to be baptized. In one of thofe Rounds, a. Phyfi- $ ^ 

^ cian named Cabrol, was arretted, they taking him S£ t^ 

^ to be the Minifter of TJfez, who is alfo of Monta- 

kreng. \l^ 

^^ In another FrencbLcttev, bearing Date the 18th ^ X 

^kof September, it is faid, tfye County of Bedarieux ^ ^ 

£^ ^ had enjoyed great Tranquility: Our Enemies re- \/ 4 

v n folved • to revenge themfelves for the Uneafinefs ^j 
s^ £ which this Calm had given them. Very lately ^ 
< Troops have been quartered in that Country, and ^ * 
^ vthey have employed them not only in putting a N^ 
£ Stop to Divine Service there, but in feizing twelve \ J 
^ \ l Perfons, who were immediately carried Prifoners ^ ^ 
* v to Beziers* Upon this Account a great Number • ?S 
J* ^of People have been alarmed, and abandoned their ^ fr 
X R Habitations. We now and then aflemble in the * ^ 

W , but if a greater Number of Troops are fent, £ ^ 

^ as there is Room to fear, fliall be obliged to fuf- S ^ 

pend all publick Worfliip. Notwithstanding all ^\fc 

^ v the Danger, we find by this Letter, that a fair Op- *N 

\ ^ portunity offering, a Proteftant Minifter convoked £ V 

v ^ an Aflembly, a few Miles from Nijmes, about the £ 2 

S^ ioth of this Month; " It confifted of three or K.\i 

t ti <c four hundred Perfons, and every Thing pafled ^ <% • 

^ J c < quietly, Thanks be to God!" Forty five Chil- .* J ' 

<&x^dren were baptized, and ten Couple married, a few j^jjfc 

3 Days before, by the Minifter who preached. An- ^;*£ 
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ether Minifter writes in a Letter of the 19th in- 
>£ ftant, A good Pilot fhould not abandon his VefTel, £ 
ji* \y btcaufc of the Violence of the Tempeft that agitates 
>£ ,'J it, &c. He fays, we endeavour, as much as our 5} 
^ .* Duty will permit, not to put them {the Troops] &* 
a § into Motion, and we do this more out of Tender- *c\ 
\j s^ nefs to our Flocks**— than upon our own Account, \^ 
S< ^ who are ufcd to Purfuits, (i. e. to bp purfued) and 

\ rejoice that we are counted worthy to fuffer for wr ^ 
^S v common Faith. ^k 

:J>** From a Letter of the 2d of this Month w» A 
^ learn, that upon the Departure of a Regiment of >• 
£> ^Infantry that had been quartered in the Mountains, v 
*^ and the March of the Dragoons from the Plains ^ 
v -4*| towards CarcaJJone to be reviewed, the Protectants 
^xlaid hold on that Opportunity, and four AfTem- .^ 
. blies were convoked in the Plain : This being dif. ^ 
•^ § Covered, and informed agaittft, occasioned great r$ 
* 3 Perfecution. Hereupon 160 Pterfons of the City Vfc 
yo -a of Caftres % 10 of Revel, 30 of Reahnont, and as - 
^ V, many of Roqaeccurbe were informed againft, and ^ 
^ ^ the Enemies fet all their Wits at Work in order ^k 
^ to arreft them, and with fad Succefs. The Names ^ 
^ ^ of many font to Prifon are notified 5 and it is added, * 
\^ *ati infinite Number of others are wandering about 5 
^ ^ in the Country : We hear of nothing elfe but £te- ^ 
^\Tachments and Captures. May it pleafe God to pity \*v 
.^his People! V 

^ From another of the 13th inftant, a Detachment ^ 
^ s from the Town of Anduze, (a Town in Langue- ^ 
' tJ doc on the River Garden) which was fent out oh y- 
^kthe cth of this Month, confifting of a Company ^\ 



M^ of Grenadiers, and of — — furrounded the Houfe V 
n ^ of Mr. Bajlide, betwixt Eight and Nine at Night * |L 
W;^ their Officer at the Head entered in order to take j?Vfc 
A\ die Mother, and to carry the Daughter to a Nunne~ ^ "' \ 
\ \ r y* The Houfe was fearched with all poffible Ex- ^ JS 
^ a&nefs, but they were fpending the Evening in an- ^ ^ 
U other Family. The Soldiers having miffed their V 1 v 
"V Prey, returned the next Day at Night, between ^ \^ 
^ Ted and Eleven, it raining fo hard as to make the (3 
^J River Gordon overflow its Banks. They iearched ^ Cj 
**s> the Houfe a fecond Time very ftri&ly ; but Pru- s S 
V dence had made the Perfons fought for retire to ^ 5 
^^ a Place of Security. They are fled, and their ^ 
^ Eftate, which coftfifted in Land, has been fet to K 
' > Sale. The Writer, who is a Minifter, adds, I 
x am ftill in the unalterable Refolution, not to leave 
n( the Churches, except my Infirmities fhould put it 
$• out of my Power to give them further Afiiftance. 
^ pfe proceeds and relates the Diftrefs that the 0>vf 
^ ^ Church of Sauve (a Town in the Diocefe of Nijmes) % ^ 
R .A is fallen into: On the 6th inftant, the Proteftant ^ 
N^ Minifter had given Notice of an Aflcmbly at Cew- ^ * 5 
jlas, contrary to an Agreement of fufpending pub- ^ ^ 
* lie Worftiip, till we could have Hopes of a greater ^ i 
)C Calm, and Security for the Church. As he was ^v j 
^ juft beginning his Sermon, an Exprefs came to^ 
^ give Notice that a large Detachment was gone out > >k 
^ of the Town. The Majority of the Votes was for ^ £ 
a* leading the Aflembly to the Top of the Mountain, ^ 5 
^ to (helter them from all Surprize. He obfervetf, 5 >> 
^ f that this Country is the moft fecure of any in ^ \% 
A S Europe, and tfy Zeal of the Faithful very great. ^ «f 
N^ They by way of Precaution placed a Centry fome- ^ J/ 




„ thing forward upon a Rock, which was as inaccef. ^ , 
* fa <\ v v *$ ^vr^SL ** fiWe^l_ 




r - ■- j 

^jf fible as a Citadel, from whence all the Plain as far 
JL as St. Hypolite, could be moll exadly difcovered. 
# *f\ t The Detachment advanced, and at the Diftance of 
• § a Quarter of a League, perceived the Gentry upori 
r Jw ^ the Rock. The Officer that commanded, here- 
>£ j upon, fent a Grenadier to Sauve, and remained as ^ 
. < *i he was, till he was reinforced by a Detachment as ^ 
•n.^ ftrongas the firft, efcorted by the Mayor ^ and the 
•sjv n Firft Conful of the Town. On this he marched b 5 j 
v \ forward, having formed his Men into a Battalion, J " 
Q^ C v as rnuch as the Roads would allow. .Being come it 
j • & under the Rock-Citadel, from whence the Centry \ 
| V ^did not ftir a Step, three Grenadiers came from & 
y^ ^ i, the main Body, unpercelved, . and forced him from fcQ 
! ^<i^ff the Mountain, climbing up under the Cover ~ 
i N^ S^ 3 of it* where never Fox could have pafled, and the * 
? ^ ^ ^main Body marched forwards towards the Right; ^ 
N»and got within half a Mufket's Shot on the Bach* I) 



S SS J of the Centry : They fired at him, and wounded ^J 
^ <\ j him in the Thigh, fo that he fell. The Grenadier ^ 
^ ^that wounded him having found a Horfe, or Mule, ^ ! 
1^ ^ ^feeding in the Vineyards, (the Vintage being over) ^ 
F "^got up, and put the wounded Man before him on * 
^ k his Belly, as if he had been a Sack of Corn, after ' 5 
^tv^xhaving made him fuffer a thoufand Indignities, rv 
x* _^^which Humanity would blufti at, upon feeing^ 
*H $ £ done to a Brute. Doubtlefs, becaufe they found ^ 
^ \ 3 him out to be a Profelyte, but he. expired at. a v 
*• ^.Quarter of a. League's Diftance from the Town, v* 
N *yThe Detachment, after having pafled the Rbckr, x 
<^ .divided into feveral Platoons, which took feveral^ | 
^ * ^By Paths to return to the Town. . At Mulket's-^ f 
% \ J^fhot Diftance, they faw a young Man coming out^ 
^ ? ^of his Vineyard, walking^ a Foot-Dace ; a Grena- ^ 



<r^dier fliot at and killed him. It is to be obferved, ^ ^ 

^jfays the Writer, that the Grenadier was under J\* 

fe&fome particular Obligations to this young Man. ^ \ 

# $ jSome Hours after, they fetched away the Body. V 

NsA Man that was gathering Figs upon his own - * * 

■ j. i> ^Ground was alfo made Pri'oner ; and when the ^ 

™ C^ JDetachment were re-affembled in the Square of J J? 

yp*Sauve> a Soldier perceiving a young Man there, %£^ 

Si^faid, I faw him on the Mountain, and immedi- ^ * 

. ately the Officer had him feized, and caufed him ^ x 

^^ to be put in Prifon with the other two, the living ,/^iw 

^* Man, and him that was (hot dead. ^ 

£ * The Letter clofes with obferving : The Soldiers V v 

S **negle£t nothing in order to furprize us. For * ^ 

* «>jthefe five Months part I have been like the Sbamoy, X* * 

"5 [the wild Goat] drifting from one Rock to another, >2) *^ 

jsvtho* I might go into wherein many Re- 4£'^ 

I J ^ vfpefts I (hould be more at Quiet. But I muft be . ^ 
g^ van Example to others, to have an Eye to every g *^ 

^ Thing that pafles amongftmy Flock, In another*^ £ 
^Yj Letter of the 26th of this Month — The 6th of X ?' 
^ this inftant, four Companies of the Garrifon of-^\* 
^ ^Nifmes came at Three o'Clock in the Morning to ^ ^ 
^J^the Wife's Houfe of the worthy Minifter of the ^ * 
City, and fearched it for two Hours together, ^5 JJK 
^ ^ but to no Purpofe. Searches are very frequent, c* "^ 
^^Jarid are very troublefome to Minifte'rs, becaufe \( £ 
* *J they make Places of Retirement very fcarce, and *> ;> - 
\ £ oblige them almoft every Night to lie abroad in ^ ^ • 
k *S the open Field, or in fome Hole of a Rock. ^ 4 

V .ft An Account has-been drawn up, and laid be-^'* 

^Jgfore fome Gentlemen in London, by Mr. B •* jfj 

^ ij P of his Suffering, vA\\0s\ \&0*k <&>£\x ^^^A 

^b $ from his expreffmg tt% ^tfetfixswox ^ N ^%^^ 



%'i 



&*■* 



rsj£ Curate [in England, ReSor] of his Parim, who^ 

j K had, during Mr. B P— — *s Abfencc from ^ 

4 £ his Houfe, taken his Child by Force, and bap- 5 

*0> N* tized it according to the Rites of the Church of * 

• J Rome. The Curate complained of him to the Des £ 



Si^ ^ condemned to Death 2 as acceffary to the Murder of t 
v> a Woman, who, by fome Perfon or Perfons, had ^ 
£ 5 been killed in Prifon. He appealed to the Par- 
k - ,$ liament of Tbouloufe, and thereby was acquitted, s 
3 N and difcharged from Imprisonment, After fome V 
\ • $ Time he was again ordered to be arretted ; but ^ 

^ ^ he received private Intelligence and efcaped. He ^ 
N ^ fays. " Immediately I embraced the favourable ^ 
v ^ cc Opportunity ; left my Family the very feme ^ 
v ^ " Day, and fled for Refuge tq this happy $le % 
jLn <c where, by the kind PrevidenM *f God % I am 
* ^ fc fafely arrived." ^ 



^ s ****** "^ London, March the 8/£, ^ 



>• Exlra&s of Letters from the Reverend \ 
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\\§*< XT E A R Ei 8 bc 3 r ** noar in the GaUies » for £ 
^-. «* i\ their Zeal for the pure Worfhip of God, • S 

-^ « and the Honour of the Redeemer ; and a very £ 
?V " great Number groaa in Prifbns and Fetters, fome ^ 
^ Tj ■•« of whom being fick, have defired the Prayers ^ 
^L« • ** of the French Congregations in London. -*■ In 
£• wr Afrrmaxdy, more Quiet is enjoyed v ^- >va > l* * 1 " 
"jg. ■" frnfc Things grow worfe. . .^ 




t* 1% tt * * %, ^ I* h M 

n? * " We have heard thA in February lafl an Af- ^ ^ 
' *^f c fembly of Proteftants being held for Divine Ser* 5* 
^ -J* vice towards Bourdeciux, the Enemy had Notice ^ •§ 

V^JJ" of it, fent Soldiers who fired upon the poor Peo- V >^ 

cC pie, killed fome of them, and took fome Pri- - S V 

iX €C foners. The Perfecutions are going on in many ^ * 

^ v cc other Parts, with great Severity. The Prifon- £ ^ 
\,^ cc ersupon the Gallies earneftly defire our Prayers, ^^? 
^ V c and are fent from Marfeilles to Toulon, where * 

^ £ <f they are far from their Friends, who ufed to ^ r 
i(Q" give them fome Help now and then* • $ # \* 

^ >h »• $ \ 

1 " Some Time ago a poor Countryman of eighty ^ * 

^V Years old was hanged for the Sake of Re- j ^ 

tf c ligion. By laft Letters we learn, that in Lmigue- ^ \ 

^5* doc Divine Service is entirely ceafed, the Troops £ ^ 

v* c being in fuch Manner difpofed as to prevent all ^ ^ 

V s Affemblies. In Guyenne fome few Affen> > 5 

" blies were procured ; but the Soldiers were feat 6 s ; v ^ 
y c after them, fired upon them, and made many jp 
*" Prifoners. In Poitou and Saintonge no P:.blick £ s^< 
& ^" Worfhip ; very rare in Normandy. Thofc in the o S 
.$> Gallies are not yet fet at Liberty, nor thofe in ^ ^ 
^ " Prifons, which are in great Numbers in Lrm* § $' 
^ §" g ue <ioc and Poitou. Since March hit 50 Lmi- «s *vl 

' ^^ C 8 rants ^ ave ^ )een relieved by the Society in Lcn- & * £ 
^ v" don, and many are daily coming; ib that the 1* « 
a N^ 1 Society ftands in great Need of charitable Be- * i 
* « nefadions." C ^ 
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